
August already??? What
happened to July? Amazing
how quickly the months

just fall from the calendar. July
seemed like a slow month for the
club but so far for me at least,
August has been busy! Some of
our members were out racing the
Chump car TR6 this past week-
end at Circuit of The Americas.
They pulled off an amazing
EIGHT HOURS of racing on Satur-
day and almost made it to the
chequered flag on Sunday. In the
end, it was the rear end that cost
them the win again. HCTC mem-
bers Bob and Greg Blake, Bob and
Andrew Kramer were among the
drivers.
For me, it was great to see them
race as well as catch up with Bar-
bara Kramer and Allison Blake
and Richard Ceraldi who were
there to cheer the team on.
We have a date and location for
our first of many “tune up” days. I

asked the McPhail’s if we could
invade their home and garage
and YES was the answer! A BIG
THANKS in advance to Nel and
Mike! So mark your calendars for
Saturday, August 27th. More info
will be heading your way as we
iron out the details. As I write
this, Mike McPhail is at the Road-
ster Factory summer party in
Pennsylvania. I hope to see an ar-
ticle in an upcoming Ragtop.
All British Car Days is fast ap-
proaching as well. Time to spit
and polish those wire wheels.
I spent yesterday tuning my We-
ber carbs on Ruby, so I hope the
rallye is a good one!
Check the
HILLCOUNTRYTRIUMPHCLUB.O
RG website for dates and more
info.
CHEERS!
Don
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The Hill Country Triumph Club, the 50th Chapter of the
Vintage Triumph Register (VTR), was founded in 1990 to
bring together the owners of Triumph automobiles in the
Central Texas area surrounding Austin. In 1991, the
membership decided to include other British car fans as
associates due to lack of other clubs in our area that represent
some of the other marques. As owners and lovers of our
unique types of cars, we have a special kinship, which draws
us together. Membership is open to anyone who is a British
car enthusiast, with or without a car.
Annual dues are just $15.00 per family group or address per
year. We have dinner meetings on the 2nd Tuesday of each
month and at least one other event each month. We encourage
you to join and support us, even if you don’t drive your car
regularly. We also offer technical assistance if needed. One
goal of the club is to help its members keep their cars on the
road. Please call one of the club officers listed in the
newsletter for more information about club benefits and
spread the word about our club to others.

The Hill Country Club is a local chapter of the Vintage
Triumph Register (VTR)/Triumph Sports Owners Association,
which is open to all drivers of Triumph motorcars; a chapter
of the Triumph Register of America, exclusively for TR2
through TR4A sports cars; and a chapter of the 6-PACK,
dedicated to the enjoyment, preservation, and restoration of
the Triumph TR250 and TR6 sports cars. Membership in these
national organizations is encouraged. Visit their websites at
www.vtr.org, www.triumphregister.com, and www.6-
pack.org.
The Ragtop is published monthly by the Hill Country Triumph
Club. Material within may be freely reproduced providing
Ragtop and the authors are credited. Any and all newsletter
contributions are welcome. Deadline for submissions is the
end of each month. Submissions may be emailed to
editor@hillcountrytriumphclub.org. Car related classified ads
are free to members and will run for three months unless
otherwise instructed. Contact editor for other ads.

President — Don Couch
president@hillcountrytriumphcl
ub.org

Vice-President — Mike Jankows-
ki

Reservations
Elizabeth Mericas
512-291-6775
emericas@austin.rr.com

Webmaster — Don Couch
webmaster@hillcountrytriumphc
lub.org

Treasurer — Mike Schubert
512-740-9937
trebucs43@gmail.com

Secretary — Phil McKenzie

Membership — Nel Mcphail
512-656-1456
membership@hillcountrytriump
hclub.org

Ragtop Editor — Dan Julien
512-451-3102
editor@hillcountrytriumphclub.o
rg

Pay Your Dues!!!!!!!
Please check the latest spreadsheet sent out by Nel. If it says July-16 in the dues column your dues are over-
due now. Any quite delinquent member who hasn’t paid will be dropped from the roster.

Cost is $15 per year per family. If you don’t wish to renew, please notify Nel.

Mail your check made out to HCTC to:

Nel McPhail
1105 N Canyonwood Dr

Dripping Springs, Tx 78620
(512) 656-1456

nmcphail@austin.rr.com

Back issues of The Ragtop are available on our website:
http://www.hillcountrytriumphclub.org/newsletters.php

HCTC Officers
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The Hill Country Triumph
Club Saturday morning
meeting returned to “The

Frisco”.

The TR6s were once again in high-
est attendance: Benson Tuttle,
Mike and Charlie McPhail, Dan Ju-
lien, Nick and Julie Roccaforte,
Mike Rafferty, and Tom Glass.  John
Akins drove his 66 TR4A and Wil-
bur Cook with his TR8.  Phil McK-
enzie and Mike Jankowski arrived
in Spitfires. Also in attendance: Joe
Payne, Mike Schubert, Don Couch,
Richard Ceraldi, Warren and Lisa
Kodosky, Dave Deauthit and pro-
spective member David Edgerly.

Don opened the meeting at 9:20,
recounting the meetings from June.
Dan Julien was thanked for another
issue of the Ragtop.  A clarification
was made regarding a promotion
for the TRA (Triumph Register of
America;
www.triumphregister.com) in the
Ragtop.  The TRA is a national Tri-
umph owners club restricted to
TR2-4 models that promotes the
preservation of those models and
holds an annual national meet.  The
HCTC is a chartered chapter of the
VTR (Vintage Triumph Register;
www.vintagetriumphregister.org)
and is open to all Triumph and
Standard models.

Don proposed a series of “fix-it
days” for the coming year.  These
events would be held a various lo-
cations around the Austin area, and
would focus on one aspect of Tri-
umph maintenance.  For example,
one session may be changing cool-
ant, while another could be ignition
gap/dwell/timing.  A suggestion

was made that one of these be held
before an extended trip such as
VTR regionals or nationals and
have on-hand some of our more
experienced members to look over
suspensions and drivetrains.

Phil solicited suggestions for an
outreach effort to help members
who are “stuck” with their repairs
or restorations.  The idea is for a
few HCTC volunteers to visit mem-
bers garages and provide resource
information, guidance and trouble-
shooting suggestions for their proj-
ects. The objective is to provide
support for those members who
cannot bring their cars to a fix-it
day and may otherwise abandon
their Triumph.  Phil will co-ordi-
nate the requests and member vis-
its.

Mike Schubert reminded everyone
that HCTC name badges can be or-

dered from him at
trebucs@sbcglobal.net.

Reminders were made for the fol-
lowing upcoming events:

 Texas All British Car Days:
September 23-25 in Round Rock:
www.txabcd.org

 VTR National: October 3-7
in Pottsboro, Texas (Dallas area):
www.vtr2016.org

The meeting closed at ~10AM.  The
attendees filtered out to the park-
ing lot for cars and chit-chat.

The Tuesday evening meeting was
held July 9th at “The Tavern” at 12th

and Lamar.  In attendance were
Mike Jankowski and Don Couch in
their Spitfires, Mike McPhail and
Roger Bolick in TR6s.  Winston and
Jo Deford, Bob Skewis, Bill Waller,
and John Akins were also in atten-
dance.

McKenzie’s Meeting Minutes
HCTC July Meetings: 9 and 13 June 2016

By Phil McKenzie

August 2016The Ragtop

Photo from the meeting at “The Frisco”.
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This time last year a fellow
brought over a Triumph
Spitfire that had been sitting

in his carport for fifteen years. The
poor thing had been off the road so
long that the tires had rotted away.
In July, 2007 a new battery had
been purchased with the idea of
starting the engine. That battery
arrived in the trunk with a new one
under the bonnet. Obviously a
dead, eight year old battery is good
for nothing but avoiding a core
charge. For some reason, the dead
battery was not turned in, so I re-
solved to add it to my scrap collec-
tion.

Just for fun, it was connected to my
battery charger, and as expected,
absolutely nothing happened. Ap-
parently, I was distracted, and for-
got to remove the charger and pitch
the battery. The next day my over-
sight was discovered and to my
amazement, the once completely
dead battery was fully charged!

The miracle battery is now part of
my fleet and still holds a full charge

a year later. It has been my experi-
ence that starting batteries hate to
be even partially discharged, and
will fail prematurely if not kept ful-
ly charged.

It would seem that even under per-
fect conditions, a battery will sel-
dom last longer than what is
promised on the label. The higher
the advertised amperage, the lon-
ger the battery will last. Lucas
starters draw a tremendous
amount of current, so one might do
well to buy the most powerful bat-
tery that will fit in the space al-
lowed.

A generator equipped Triumph has
a tough time keeping the battery
charged, especially when the head
lights are on. A voltmeter or amme-
ter will show the state of the charg-
ing system far better than just
watching the ignition light. I have a
meter in all my cars, and have been
warned of marginal conditions on
more than one occasion! The condi-
tion of the battery itself is best de-
termined with a hydrometer. A

fully charged battery will float four
balls quickly. My old Sears charger
gives a pretty good indication of a
normal battery in that initially it
will charge over six amps, then set-
tle down to three when full charge
is reached. An extra day of charging
can be beneficial. I have a fancy sol-
id state charger that does not trick-
le charge and therefore will not
always bring a battery back to full
charge when it has been under-
charged for a long period.

Sometimes a battery will pass the
hydrometer test, but will not start
the car. I had a one year old Optima
battery that would give up the
ghost when presented with a heavy
load…like starting the Healey. A
trip to the auto-parts store con-
firmed my suspicions, but they
would not replace the Optima be-
cause I had bought it in Virginia,
from another vendor. The Optima
website claims that “any authorized
dealer” will honor the warranty,
but this was not true. Lesson
learned!

Miracle Battery
By Mike McPhail

2007, good year for batteries.9 year old battery, 40 year old  charger.
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Battery graveyard.

HILL COUNTRY TRIUMPH CLUB NAME BADGE
WHITE ON NAVY BLUE LASER ENGRAVED

MAGNETIC BACKER
SIZE: 1 1/4" X 3 1/2"

$9.00 per badge, inc. tax

NAME ON BADGE #1: _________________________________________

NAME ON BADGE #2: _________________________________________
Please Print Legibly

Name: _______________________________________
Address: _____________________________________ Phone:_______
City/State/Zip: _________________________________

Add $2.00 per badge if you want them mailed

Send Checks to: Mike Schubert
18340 Masi Loop
Pflugerville, TX 78660
512-252-3767

All badge orders must be received by August 14th! Badge order will be
placed on August 15.
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TRIUMPH REGISTER OF AMERICA
Membership Application Form

Please write legibly.

Name ______________________________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________________________

City ___________________________________________________ State ______ Zip ____________

Phone _______________________________ Email ________________________________________
Please include area code

Car _____________ __________________________________________________________________
Make & Model

Year __________ Commission Number _________________________________________________

Car _____________ __________________________________________________________________
Make & Model

Year __________ Commission Number _________________________________________________

Car _____________ __________________________________________________________________
Make & Model

Year __________ Commission Number _________________________________________________

Car _____________ __________________________________________________________________
Make & Model

Year __________ Commission Number _________________________________________________

Mail check and/or application to:

Tonda Macy
TRA Treasurer/Membership

4200 Lisa Drive
Tipp City, OH 45371

tonda@macysgarage.com
937-266-1832
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1948 Triumph 1800
Starts, runs, shifts and stops well

Four speed shift on the column

Upholstery and top are like new, paint is excellent except small scratch on hood.

Roll up windows

Has working “trafficators” (flip up turn indicators)

Very unusual rear seats with folding windscreen

Minor issues-gas gauge not working, key is worn and a little fussy to make turn.

Asking $27,000

Located far Southwest Austin

512 567 5359
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TR-6 Factory Hardtop for Sale     $1500.

Comes complete with new seals and hardware for rebuilding from the Roadster Factory

Contact Joe Payne email: robjoepayne@yahoo.com   (m) 210.326.6673

Triumph Doors Complete with Glass and Trunk Lid $500

Contact Joe Payne email: robjoepayne@yahoo.com   (m) 210.326.6673

mailto:robjoepayne@yahoo.com
mailto:robjoepayne@yahoo.com


Jim Icenhower’s

Wood, Leather and Vinyl Steering Wheels for Classic Cars At Exceptional Prices

Wood Wheels with Hub $219.95
Leather Wheels with Hub $119.95
Vinyl Wheels with Hub $109.95

I have steering wheels and hubs for almost all British classics as well as accessories like shift knobs, mirrors, light/badge
bars and more. Check out my current listings on eBay at http:// stores.ebay.com/specialtypartshop or email me at

jicenhower@yahoo.com for more information.

Listing change as I get shipments from the UK so check back often or contact me for any special requests.

The Ragtop August 2016
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I’ve decided I'll never have time to restore my 63
Spitfire. I want to offer it to the club, before I post
to forums.

It’s free.  One condition,  you have to take it all. It
will require a lot of time and money. I’m  in Seguin,
TX and you can contact me with this email address
pbaize@satx.rr.com.

I know I have been out of the loop for a while
with the club members but still enjoy the Tri-
umph hobby.  In an effort to add a unique look to
my shop, I sourced a maker of metal signs. This is
the sign i have asked him to make.

I thought some other members might be interest-
ed as well. Here is the pricing and the different
finishes he can offer.

4'x6' sign as per pic/3 colors printed on .040 alu-
minum sheet -does not include wood
borders/aging or crating /shipping, $325.00

printed on painted 24-26 ga steel sheet no aging
wood borders crating or shipping $425.00

on steel as per pic w/wood borders, aged and dis-
tressed $565.00

If people have questions, they can reach me at
512-517-5325

Thank you,

Fil Valderrama

mailto:pbaize@satx.rr.com


Name:__________________________________________________________

Address:________________________________________________________

City/State:___________________________________ Zip:________________

Home Phone:____________________________________________________

Work Phone:____________________________________________________

Email address:_____________________________________________________________________________

Car Make:__________________ Model:_________________ Year:___________ Color:__________________

Car Make:__________________ Model:_________________ Year:___________ Color:__________________

How on earth did you hear about the Hill Country Triumph Club?

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Please mail your application and $15 check payable to HCTC to:
Nel McPhail, 1105 North Canyonwood Dr, Dripping Springs, TX 78620

Membership Application

The Ragtop August 2016
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I am looking for a TR250 or TR4a Bonnet for a vehi-
cle I am restoring. If you have one for sale please call
me at 512-517-5325 or email me at
filv@fnbbastrop.com. Thank you, Fil Valderrama

I recently bought a project 1965 TR4a…. Any
advice, help, parts,would be greatly appreciated

Alan Palmer ampalmer4@gmail.com

RH and LH Trunk Side Panel TR3, TR3A, TR3B.
These are new steel panels, made in the U.K. They
have never been fitted or installed. $70.00 each. Car-
ol 512-971-6778.

I have a intake and exhaust manifold for a TR4-
TR3 and a intake for GT6-TR6 that I would like
to sell.

My phone # 512-909-6849

Mark and Marcela Jenks

mailto:filv@fnbbastrop.com
mailto:ampalmer4@gmail.com
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Upcoming Events
August 9 — HCTC Tuesday Evening Monthly Meeting.

August 13 — HCTC Saturday Morning Monthly Meeting.

August 27 — Tune-up Day at the McPhail’s. Details coming later.

October 3-7 — VTR National Convention, Pottsboro, TX. Information at vtr2016.org.

Next breakfast meeting:
Saturday, August 13, 2016, 9:00 AM

The Frisco
6801 Burnet Rd
Austin, TX 78757

thefriscoaustin.com — Phone: 512-459-6279

Next evening meeting:
Tuesday, August 9, 2016, 7:00 PM

The Tavern

922 West 12th St
Austin, TX 78703

At the corner of 12th and Lamar
tavernaustin.com — Phone: 512-320-8377

http://vtr2016.org
http://thefriscoaustin.com/
http://tavernaustin.com/
http://liveoakbrewing.com/

