
What a month September was!
Two great HCTC meetings,
one MG club meeting, an

amazing lake party, All British Car Days
and I got my block and crank back from
the machine shop. Quite the load of Tri-
umph in one month for me.
First, I have to thank the Kramer’s for
hosting a great lake party. We had a
great turnout, and great food. The cele-
brated Mrs and Mr. K. performed their
feat on Saturday at Volente Beach. Mr.
and Mrs. K assured the club their pro-
duction will be second to none. Having
been some days in preparation, a splen-
did time was guaranteed for all. And of
course Gracie the dog amazed us all!
Did I say MG? I did. Fellow HCTC mem-
ber Nick Roccaforte invited me to the
Austin MG club meeting. He is a member
of the MG club also. At our last meeting,
we discussed fun drives and rallyes. I re-
called the MG club used to run a rallye
through Bastrop State park and it really
was fun. So, Nick invited me to visit the
MG meeting to pitch the idea of another
rallye through Bastrop State Park. MG
Club President, Bobby Galvez said they
would love to participate if we organize
it. Nick offered to help on this.

TXABCD was held with the threat of rain
but luck was on our side. a few light rain
showers here and there but not the
downpour promised. It was a great show
and a great rallye. Andrew and Chelsea
Kramer posed a great threat to my losing
streak on the rallye but they pulled
through and my losing streak is still
holding. ABCD is always a fun time to see
old friends, old cars and it seems to al-
ways fall on Brenda’s birthday. (Hmm-
mm, ABCD… Always Brenda’s
Cumpleaños Dias?) Ruby, my Spitfire
took a hotly contested second place in
the Late Spitfire category.
Much of my Triumph bandwidth this
month has been spent planning my race
motor for my 1962 Spitfire. She is a SC-
CA race car that the engine let loose back
in March at Texas World Speedway. So
many decisions go into an engine build,
it can be overwhelming but we have
some great people to call on in this club
for help. Of note, I have to thank Roger
Bolick, Bob Kramer, Greg Blake and Dun-
can Charlton. Their knowledge of racing
and engine building is a great asset to
any club member who might need it.
I realize as I write this I have let the
website slide. I’ll update it over my
morning coffee tomorrow. Still have yet
to fall into a routine for the website and

the President’s letter. Seems all month I
think of things I want to say in this letter
and then sit down in a rush to meet
Dan’s impossible deadline! Blame Dan,
that’s the ticket! One thing I do have to
blame Dan for is for the great newsletter
he turns out. I have been newsletter edi-
tor and one thing I know for sure, DAN
NEEDS CONTENT!!! Please take some
time to write an article for Dan or if you
have photos, share. This club has been
around for many years. Let’s see who
can send Dan the oldest club photo. Let’s
take a drive down memory lane!
Cheers and see you at the next meeting,
whenever it is. I looked on the website
and it’s not updated!!!
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The Hill Country Triumph Club, the 50th Chapter of the
Vintage Triumph Register (VTR), was founded in 1990 to
bring together the owners of Triumph automobiles in the
Central Texas area surrounding Austin. In 1991, the
membership decided to include other British car fans as
associates due to lack of other clubs in our area that represent
some of the other marques. As owners and lovers of our
unique types of cars, we have a special kinship, which draws
us together. Membership is open to anyone who is a British
car enthusiast, with or without a car.
Annual dues are just $15.00 per family group or address per
year. We have dinner meetings on the 2nd Tuesday of each
month and at least one other event each month. We encourage
you to join and support us, even if you don’t drive your car
regularly. We also offer technical assistance if needed. One
goal of the club is to help its members keep their cars on the
road. Please call one of the club officers listed in the
newsletter for more information about club benefits and
spread the word about our club to others.

The Hill Country Club is a local chapter of the Vintage
Triumph Register (VTR)/Triumph Sports Owners Association,
which is open to all drivers of Triumph motorcars; a chapter
of the Triumph Register of America, exclusively for TR2
through TR4A sports cars; and a chapter of the 6-PACK,
dedicated to the enjoyment, preservation, and restoration of
the Triumph TR250 and TR6 sports cars. Membership in these
national organizations is encouraged. Visit their websites at
www.vtr.org, www.triumphregister.com, and www.6-
pack.org.
The Ragtop is published monthly by the Hill Country Triumph
Club. Material within may be freely reproduced providing
Ragtop and the authors are credited. Any and all newsletter
contributions are welcome. Deadline for submissions is the
end of each month. Submissions may be emailed to
editor@hillcountrytriumphclub.org. Car related classified ads
are free to members and will run for three months unless
otherwise instructed. Contact editor for other ads.

President — Don Couch
president@hillcountrytriumphcl
ub.org

Vice-President — Mike Jankows-
ki

Reservations
Elizabeth Mericas
512-291-6775
emericas@austin.rr.com

Webmaster — Don Couch
webmaster@hillcountrytriumphc
lub.org

Treasurer — Mike Schubert
512-740-9937
trebucs43@gmail.com

Secretary — Phil McKenzie

Membership — Nel Mcphail
512-656-1456
membership@hillcountrytriump
hclub.org

Ragtop Editor — Dan Julien
512-451-3102
editor@hillcountrytriumphclub.o
rg

Pay Your Dues!!!!!!!
Please check the latest spreadsheet sent out by Nel. If it says July-16 in the dues column your dues are over-
due now. Any quite delinquent member who hasn’t paid will be dropped from the roster.

Cost is $15 per year per family. If you don’t wish to renew, please notify Nel.

Mail your check made out to HCTC to:

Nel McPhail
1105 N Canyonwood Dr

Dripping Springs, Tx 78620
(512) 656-1456

nmcphail@austin.rr.com

Back issues of The Ragtop are available on our website:
http://www.hillcountrytriumphclub.org/newsletters.php

HCTC Officers
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mailto:membership@hillcountrytriumphclub.org
mailto:membership@hillcountrytriumphclub.org
mailto:editor@hillcountrytriumphclub.org
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Texas All British Car Days
Photos by Dan Julien
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Just About every summer fel-
low Hill Country Triumph
Club member Art Graves

and I drive out to Pennsylvania
for the Summer Party. We have
been there so many times that
we can pass for locals. It is fun
for me to take a different car
each year, so with that thought
in mind the 1959 Austin Healey
Bugeye Sprite was hitched to
the back of my Nissan Pathfind-
er for the 3000 mile journey.

Art, on the other hand, drives
his one owner Delft Blue 1975
TR6 everywhere…if you see it
on a trailer, call the police…it is
being stolen! He has logged way
over 350,000 miles so far, and
is still adding mileage every
day. However, it was 104 as I
passed through Wichita Falls on
my way to Tulsa, so I will stand
by my decision to tow. The tem-
perature was 87 when we left
Art and Karen’s stately home in

Tulsa Wednesday at 8, and
dropped to 77 at one point that
morning. We would not see
much more than 85 until our
return to the Sooner State!
Indianapolis was our overnight
stop on the way to the Party,
and we were about an hour be-
hind due to a terrible wreck on
the Interstate. With about 650
miles behind us and another
425 miles to go the next day,
the excursion seemed just a

The Roadster Factory
Summer Party 2016

By Mike McPhail

Car show at the Coventry Inn.
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doddle. There was plenty of
time Thursday afternoon for
pizza and a pitcher of beer be-
fore dashing over to the Runyan
Farm in Armagh. The Sprite
was unhitched and making
short work of the many curves,
hills and dales in the Laurel
Mountains of rural Western PA.
With Art in hot pursuit, I pulled
up to The Roadster Factory in
plenty of time for the lighting of
the nightly bonfire.
Campers had set up all around
the perimeter of the multi-acre
field in the center of the farm.
Acquaintances from years past
greeted us as we walked the
grounds. The weather was quite
pleasant with just enough nip in
the air to make the shorts and
tee-shirt clad revelers crowd
just a little closer to the fire.
Heavenly!
Friday was a busy day, with car
washing, Alpine Gymkhana, Le-
Mans Start, Mountain Tour, and
Concours de ’Elegance (car
show). The show was held in
front of the famous Coventry

Inn, our gracious host Charles
Runyan’s English Pub in down-
town Indiana, PA. We enjoyed a
delicious dinner there with new
and old friends after the show.
Saturday was even more hectic,
with Hill Climb, Tulip Rally, Pig
Roast, and Awards Ceremony
on the agenda.
The so-called “Mini Hill Climb”
was held on a local street that
had been closed just for the
event. The course was perhaps
one-quarter mile though the
woods on a narrow, steep and
twisty lane with a posted speed
of 25 MPH. My Bugeye was do-
ing over 60 when it crossed the
finish line and my foot was to
the floor for the entire run…I
was well into fourth gear and
having the time of my life. The
numerous V8 powered TR8s
claimed top speeds in excess of
100! The contestants were
classed somewhat oddly, with
MGBs, Spitfires, GT6s, TR2-7,
myself and a Mini Cooper S all
in the under 2500 CC category.
There was a class for over

2500, and another for modified
cars. The numerous TR8s were
mostly powered by consider-
ably more powerful engines
than stock, yet FTD went to a
modified TR6. Interestingly, an
Austin Healey 3000 won a sec-
ond in class award for a some-
what lackluster performance.
All the Summer Party results
and lots of pictures are on the
TRF website. http://www.the-
roadster-
factory.com/Images/SP16/Sum
mer-Party-2016-photo
Albums.html
The Pig Roast was quite a gala
affair with alfresco dining un-
der the big top at TRF, complete
with live music, bonfire, draft
beer and of course…a pig!
Charles Runyan waited until
well after dark to award the top
competitors. Not surprisingly,
our man Art Graves walked
away with the Trifecta. Second
in Autocross, Longest Domestic
Distance Driven in a Triumph,
and the coveted Driver of the
Year Award!
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Driver of the year. New kid in town.
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The Alfa Romeo Owners Club Lucas-Marelli
tour will be on Saturday, October 29th. As al-
ways, its open to all gearheads, but especially

British car owners, who would like to enjoy a day of
great roads, food, and camaraderie. Tour partici-
pants will gather at 8:30 at a TBD location where
coffee and breakfast are available, and depart
around 9:30. The route will cover about 150 miles
of mostly 2-lane roads out to the Willow City Loop,
north to Llano, and then back towards Austin with a

catered pig roast lunch at the Westcave Cellars win-
ery on Hamilton Pool Road. Lunch is $25/person,
everything included.

Contact Dean Mericas (dmericas@austin.rr.com) to
receive a full information package.  He needs a con-
fident head count for lunch by October 23rd.

Best of show. Hill Climb FTD.

Art and friends. The Lighting of the Torch.

2016 Lucas-Marelli Tour

mailto:dmericas@austin.rr.com
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TRIUMPH REGISTER OF AMERICA
Membership Application Form

Please write legibly.

Name ______________________________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________________________

City ___________________________________________________ State ______ Zip ____________

Phone _______________________________ Email ________________________________________
Please include area code

Car _____________ __________________________________________________________________
Make & Model

Year __________ Commission Number _________________________________________________

Car _____________ __________________________________________________________________
Make & Model

Year __________ Commission Number _________________________________________________

Car _____________ __________________________________________________________________
Make & Model

Year __________ Commission Number _________________________________________________

Car _____________ __________________________________________________________________
Make & Model

Year __________ Commission Number _________________________________________________

Mail check and/or application to:

Tonda Macy
TRA Treasurer/Membership

4200 Lisa Drive
Tipp City, OH 45371

tonda@macysgarage.com
937-266-1832



Page 14Hill Country Triumph Club

October 2016The Ragtop

The 29th Annual South Texas All British Car Day will take place on Main Plaza in Boerne,
Texas, on Saturday, October 29 from 10:00 AM til 2:00 PM.  There will be thirty-three class-
es including seven classes for Triumphs.  Email Kent Kinard at kkinard@att.net for a regis-
tration form.  Fee is $25 per car or $20 per car before October 20.

mailto:kkinard@att.net
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TR-6 Factory Hardtop for Sale     $1500.

Comes complete with new seals and hardware for rebuilding from the Roadster Factory

Contact Joe Payne email: robjoepayne@yahoo.com   (m) 210.326.6673

Triumph Doors Complete with Glass and Trunk Lid $500

Contact Joe Payne email: robjoepayne@yahoo.com   (m) 210.326.6673

mailto:robjoepayne@yahoo.com
mailto:robjoepayne@yahoo.com


Jim Icenhower’s

Wood, Leather and Vinyl Steering Wheels for Classic Cars At Exceptional Prices

Wood Wheels with Hub $219.95
Leather Wheels with Hub $119.95
Vinyl Wheels with Hub $109.95

I have steering wheels and hubs for almost all British classics as well as accessories like shift knobs, mirrors, light/badge
bars and more. Check out my current listings on eBay at http:// stores.ebay.com/specialtypartshop or email me at

jicenhower@yahoo.com for more information.

Listing change as I get shipments from the UK so check back often or contact me for any special requests.

The Ragtop October 2016
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I know I have been out of the loop for a while
with the club members but still enjoy the Tri-
umph hobby.  In an effort to add a unique look to
my shop, I sourced a maker of metal signs. This is
the sign i have asked him to make.

I thought some other members might be interest-
ed as well. Here is the pricing and the different
finishes he can offer.

4'x6' sign as per pic/3 colors printed on .040 alu-
minum sheet -does not include wood
borders/aging or crating /shipping, $325.00

printed on painted 24-26 ga steel sheet no aging
wood borders crating or shipping $425.00

on steel as per pic w/wood borders, aged and dis-
tressed $565.00

If people have questions, they can reach me at
512-517-5325

Thank you,

Fil Valderrama

II have the following items at my shop in Marble
Falls for sale.

1. Metal soft top frame for TR7-8 used but in good
shape.

2. New soft top in box TR7-8.

3. Org. air cleaner and valve cover GT6.

4. Intake and exhaust manifold TR4 and GT6.

5. New Black carpet kit for TR7-8

I can send pictures and all prices open to offers.

Mark Jenks  @ 512-909-6849 or email
Jen2ma@live.com

Early Spitfire 1500 Restoration Project. FM
472/Oct 72 build.  True “Barn Find” — stored 31
years.  European delivery car with 53K miles. Origi-
nal “Overseas Visitor” disk intact. Euro spec bum-
pers.  Non-emission engine.  New tyres. Rust free
tub. Overdrive gearbox. Mechanicals unmolested
and unmodified. Top, seat upholstery and dashpad
perfect. Engine turns with good compression on all
cylinders.    Perfect candidate for a full concours res-
toration. $3500 robert@mackenzie.aero

I recently bought a project 1965 TR4a…. Any ad-
vice, help, parts,would be greatly appreciated

Alan Palmer ampalmer4@gmail.com

mailto:Jen2ma@live.com
mailto:robert@mackenzie.aero
mailto:ampalmer4@gmail.com


Name:__________________________________________________________

Address:________________________________________________________

City/State:___________________________________ Zip:________________

Home Phone:____________________________________________________

Work Phone:____________________________________________________

Email address:_____________________________________________________________________________

Car Make:__________________ Model:_________________ Year:___________ Color:__________________

Car Make:__________________ Model:_________________ Year:___________ Color:__________________

How on earth did you hear about the Hill Country Triumph Club?

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Please mail your application and $15 check payable to HCTC to:
Nel McPhail, 1105 North Canyonwood Dr, Dripping Springs, TX 78620

Membership Application

The Ragtop October 2016
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I am looking for a TR250 or TR4a Bonnet for a
vehicle I am restoring. If you have one for sale
please call me at 512-517-5325 or email me at
filv@fnbbastrop.com. Thank you, Fil Valderra-
ma

RH and LH Trunk Side Panel TR3, TR3A, TR3B.
These are new steel panels, made in the U.K. They
have never been fitted or installed. $70.00 each. Car-
ol 512-971-6778.

Two Mazda MX5 seats in good condition.
Mounting rails modified to fit a Spitfire.  Black
with blue cloth inserts. Free to good home, or a
bad home, just get them out of my garage.
Robert@mackenzie.aero

COMING IN NOVEMBER???
STAY TUNED FOR A SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT

REGARDING THE NOVEMBER MEETING. . .
If you ordered a club name badge, Mike Schubert will have them at the October Saturday meeting

mailto:filv@fnbbastrop.com
mailto:Robert@mackenzie.aero
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Upcoming Events
October 3-7 — VTR National Convention, Pottsboro,
TX. Information at vtr2016.org.

October 8 — HCTC Saturday Breakfast Meeting.

October 11 — HCTC Tuesday Evening Monthly Meet-
ing.

October 29 — Lucas-Marelli Tour. See Page 11.

October 29 — South Texas All British Car Day, Boerne,
TX. See Page 14.

January 15, 2017 — Rolling Sculpture Car Show. Infor-
mation at http://www.rollingsculpturecarshow.com/

Next breakfast meeting:
Saturday, October 8, 2016, 9:00 AM

The Frisco
6801 Burnet Rd
Austin, TX 78757

thefriscoaustin.com — Phone: 512-459-6279
If you ordered a club name badge, Mike Schubert will have them at the October Saturday meeting.

Next evening meeting:
Tuesday, October 11, 2016, 7:00 PM

The Tavern

922 West 12th St
Austin, TX 78703

At the corner of 12th and Lamar
tavernaustin.com — Phone: 512-320-8377

http://vtr2016.org
http://www.rollingsculpturecarshow.com/
http://thefriscoaustin.com/
http://tavernaustin.com/
http://liveoakbrewing.com/

