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Letter from the President In This Issue
By Don Couch

I

’m just back from the
SVRA vintage races at
COTA. I saw quite a
few HCTC members out
there. Robert MacKenzie,
Duncan Charlton and Bob
Blake were on track racing their trusty steeds.
Duncan had some issues
with his Uni-Power GT
and swapped it out for his
NSU. Bob Blake was running great but met up
with the wall in turn 11
but he’s walked away. His
TR4 might need a bit of
body work but hopefully… it’ll buff out. And Robert took a Gold Medal He’s in a class of his own
out there!

I saw Charlie Stewart,
Richard Ceraldi, Mike
Schubert, Bob Baker and
Mike McPhail as well
slumming around the
pits. Dave Foreman, John
Akins, Don Burkley, and
I were working the
event. Betina Foreman
and “First Lady Brenda”
showed up as well.
As I said, I’m just back so
I’m going to make this a
short letter, grab a shower and a beer and hit the
sack! Gotta be back at
COTA early tomorrow.
Stay Tuned,
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The Hill Country Triumph Club, the 50th Chapter of the
Vintage Triumph Register (VTR), was founded in 1990
to bring together the owners of Triumph automobiles in
the Central Texas area surrounding Austin. In 1991, the
membership decided to include other British car fans as
associates due to lack of other clubs in our area that
represent some of the other marques. As owners and
lovers of our unique types of cars, we have a special
kinship, which draws us together. Membership is open
to anyone who is a British car enthusiast, with or
without a car.
Annual dues are just $15.00 per family group or address
per year. We have dinner meetings on the 2nd Tuesday
of each month and at least one other event each month.
We encourage you to join and support us, even if you
don’t drive your car regularly. We also offer technical
assistance if needed. One goal of the club is to help its
members keep their cars on the road. Please call one of
the club officers listed in the newsletter for more
information about club benefits and spread the word
about our club to others.

Hill Country Triumph Club

The Hill Country Club is a local chapter of the Vintage
Triumph Register (VTR)/Triumph Sports Owners
Association, which is open to all drivers of Triumph
motorcars; a chapter of the Triumph Register of
America, exclusively for TR2 through TR4A sports cars;
and a chapter of the 6-PACK, dedicated to the
enjoyment, preservation, and restoration of the
Triumph TR250 and TR6 sports cars. Membership in
these national organizations is encouraged. Visit their
websites at www.vtr.org, www.triumphregister.com,
and www.6-pack.org.
The Ragtop is published monthly by the Hill Country
Triumph Club. Material within may be freely reproduced
providing Ragtop and the authors are credited. Any and
all newsletter contributions are welcome. Deadline for
submissions is the end of each month. Submissions may
be emailed to editor@hillcountrytriumphclub.org. Car
related classified ads are free to members and will run
for three months unless otherwise instructed. Contact
editor for other ads.
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Secretary’s Report for October

T

he folks at the Tavern
on Tuesday night
were quick to notice
that I looked like something
the cat dragged in…as could be
expected. You see, my TR6 had
just done an exhausting 500mile trip to downtown Austin
beginning in Natchez, MS that
morning with traffic jams and
pouring rain impeding progress along the way.
No matter…a warm greeting
and cold beer made it all
worthwhile, and besides,
somebody had to take notes!
There was much talk about TXABCD and how for once there
were actually more Triumphs
than MGs on the show field.
HCTC competed well, with the
best club display “TR Lane” by
Bob Skewis, top daily driver
(Dan Julien), best TR8 (Phil
Taylor), etc. HCTC gals Brenda
Dillen and sister Delna made a

October at The Tavern.
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By Mike McPhail
gift basket which was raffled
off to our own Tina Bolick. Don
Couch, Dan Julien, Bill Waller,
Bob Skewis and others volunteered to make the show a
huge success. Once again, Firestone Beer was the official
drink at the event.
The plethora of upcoming
events were outlined by President Couch, including the
South Texas All British Car Day
in Boerne and the Rolling
Sculpture Car Show at the Hill
Country Galleria.
The meeting ended with a quiz
based on the details of Jim
Herter’s travelogue in last
month’s Ragtop. “How many
hot baloney sandwiches did
Jim eat while in St. Albans?”
(answer on page 17)
Saturday’s meeting at the Waterloo Ice House was predictably enjoyable, in spite of the

lousy weather. Twelve brave
souls defied nature, many driving their Triumphs. After comparing the Ice House Migas to
those we used to get at the
Frisco, the subject of future
outings came up. It would
seem that there is no end to
the revelry!
SVRA is racing at COTA November 1-4, with a car show
on Saturday sponsored by
Hagerty. As a bonus, car show
entrants get free tickets and a
parade lap around the course!
The next Saturday is the show
and fly-in at the Kingsbury Airport. Also on November 10, the
annual Veteran’s Day Classic
Car Show is happening in Bastrop.
I’m planning on hitting the air
show after the meeting, then
joining the Alfa drive on Sunday!

Smilin’ Joe.
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Mountain tour.

Fontana Dam.

Overlook.

Mike at the Lakeview.

Happy Hour at the cabin.

Hill Country Triumph Club
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Spit Six Report for October
By Mike McPhail

W

eary as I was from my
two-week trip to Six
Pack Trials and beyond,
the newly painted Spitfire body
beckoned loudly from its spot in
my workshop. The task was completed my first day back and in
spite of generous offers of help,
the job seemed like a one-man
project.

The body was suspended with
straps under the arms of the lift
and the casters removed. The rolling chassis, which had been languishing nearby was set on wheel
dollies and rolled into place underneath. Voila! The two are one!
In between busy weekends and
other British Car repair projects I
have been able to (among other
things) permanently mount the

exhaust, install the gas tank,
steering column & hand brake,
rehabilitate and lay in the wiring
harness, install the taillights,
mount the master cylinders and
bleed the clutch.
Roger Bolick convinced me to install a nifty little Miata AGM battery ($107 delivered!) but I am
not quite ready to crank the engine. More parts are on the way!

Body on!

Hill Country Triumph Club
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Travel Tips for your Next
Triumphest Adventure
By Art Graves

A

t the September club
meeting, during my rundown of upcoming car
shows, I told the members that
Karen and I planned to drive our
TR6 1,800 miles to Sacramento
for Triumphest. Suprisingly, I got
a lot of “deer in the headlights”
stares. At first, I thought that
maybe club members considered
the two-week trip too expensive,
or that they doubted the reliability of their Triumph, or that the
Hallmark Christmas movies were
coming up on TV soon, or that
their Triumph may not be as
comfortable as their modern car.
One by one I dismissed each of
those excuses, and concluded
that club members may not know
which route to take, or know
where to stay or what to do on
such a long journey.
With that in mind, here is a recount of our adventures with

some travel tips to consider as
you plan for your next long distant drive.
Karen is not a car show or car
convention person, but since this
years’ Triumphest was in Sacramento, CA – where she grew up I was able to sucker her into going with me. We left Sunday, September 23. With temperatures in
the low 60’s with overcast skies,
we put the top down and departed for Tucumcari, NM, our first
stop. We traveled IH44 to Oklahoma City, where we caught
IH40, passing through several
light rain showers. Luckily the
convertible’s aerodynamics allow
you to drive
through light
rain (even heavy
rain for a short
time!) without
getting wet.
Skies began

Parked outside my personal garage at the Blue Swallow Motel in Tucumcari
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clearing by the time we got to
Clinton, OK after which were
bright blue the rest of the day.
We stopped in Amarillo, TX for
lunch with Larry & Leann Fassauer, whom I knew from previous
Triumph conventions. Travel
Tip #1: visit with friends along
the way. After lunch it was a
short two-hour drive into
Tucumcari and the Blue Swallow
Motel, arriving at 4:30 PM MDT.
The Blue Swallow is a Route 66
retro motel. The big attraction for
us was that almost every room
has a garage for your car. Also,
there are tables and chairs outside each room and a large fire
pit near the office. Most guests

The Hotel Monte Vista in downtown Flagstaff
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parking spot in the hotel’s small
lot. Travel Tip #3: arrive early
to get a parking spot. After
drinks and dinner at several
brew pubs, we called it a night.

The marquee promoting the Beatles LOVE show in Las Vegas

stay outside and visit with one
another. The couple next to us
were from Indianapolis, IN and
— you’ll never believe this —
have a TR6 he is restoring! Travel Tip #2: seek out interesting
motels to stay overnight.
Google maps and Hotels.com
are invaluable for this.
We started a little late on
Monday morning. Time passed
quickly while drinking coffee outside with the “neighbors.” Next
stop was Flagstaff, AZ. My favorite motel in Flagstaff is Little
America, but without the group
rate, prices are a bit high. I knew
of a hotel downtown, the Monte
Vista, from previous visits and
decided to check it out. The hotel
is rumored to be haunted and
each room is named for a Hollywood movie star. We stayed in
the Gene Tierney room. The

Hill Country Triumph Club

downtown location meant shops,
bars and restaurants are all within walking distance. We arrived
at 4:15 PM MST and found a

After breakfast at a local diner,
we started out for Tuesday’s destination, Las Vegas, NV. The TR6
began running a little rough on
the climb into Flagstaff, which I
attributed to the high elevation.
But even after descending to the
desert floor, it was still running
rough. In Kingman, AZ I decided
to check the carburetor diaphragms, since a tear will cause
an intermittent miss. Unfortunately, the diaphragms were
good. We continued on into Nevada past Hoover Dam and Lake
Mead into Las Vegas. We picked
Las Vegas because of the shows,
in particular, the Cirque du Soleil
Beatles LOVE at the Mirage Hotel.
We stayed at a La Quinta 1 1/2
miles from the ‘strip’, arriving at
2:15 PM PDT. The early arrival
gave me chance to take a quick
dip in the pool while Karen

We opted not to attend the Donny & Marie show
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prepped for the show. I also
called my friend Mike McPhail to
discuss the rough running problem. He suggested checking the
point gap since the plastic riding
on the distributor cam wears
down quickly. Sure enough, the
point gap was too small and a
quick adjustment got the car running right. Most hotels have a
shuttle, which we used to take us
downtown. The show was great
as we expected (we also saw it in
2010) and after walking around
the casinos and downtown
streets, we hiked back to the hotel. Travel Tip #4: plan other
activities between home and
your destination.
Before leaving Las Vegas, I rechecked the points and also adjusted the ignition timing. Turns

November 2018
out, that was a mistake. The day’s
drive would take us through Pahrump, NV, Death Valley and the
Sierra Nevada Mountains. Several
years ago, the there was an article in the newspaper about some
of the ‘classy’ brothels in Pahrump. But Karen was in a hurry
to see Death Valley, so we did not
search them out. The drive into
Death Valley was uneventful. But
climbing out was a different story. In retrospect I should not
have changed the ignition timing.
On the climb out of Death Valley
there are signs warning you of
steep hills and to turn off your air
conditioner. No problem there!
Even still, the car ran very poorly
on the climb out of Death Valley. I
could only muster 30 – 35 mph.
Then we came up on road construction limiting traffic to one

Karen taking in the beautiful scenery in Death Valley
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lane. While waiting for our turn
to use the one lane, I popped the
bonnet and poured water on the
manifolds and carburetors, thinking I had vapor lock. The car still
ran poorly once we got going so
it was not vapor lock. The temperature was only 92 degrees.
Travel Tip # 5: visit Death Valley in late fall to early spring.
Eventually we made it to Panamint Springs, where a resort (resort?) featured a dandy
restaurant. While there our waiter told us that car manufacturers
test future car models for performance and cooling capability on
CA 190 coming out of Death Valley. In fact, we saw several cars
covered with cardboard and plastic to disguise the make and model. After a relaxing lunch, we
continued our climb out of Death

Waiting for our turn on the one lane highway
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The Panamint Springs resort. There are motel rooms in a building behind the restaurant.

Valley and the headed north on
US395 to the night’s destination,
Mammoth Lakes, CA. Paralleling
US395 are the Sierra Mountains,
a massive range. I was struck in
awe wondering what early settlers must have thought as they
climbed out of the desert only to
be stopped by these mountains.
“How will we ever cross those!!!.”
I have stayed at the Sierra Nevada Resort and Spa on a previous trip to Triumphest and knew
it would be an ideal spot to relax
after a trying day. After dinner
and an hour in the hot tub, we
called it a night. The next morning, Thursday, I decided to look

Hill Country Triumph Club

at the point gap and ignition timing once again. This time I used a
vacuum gage to set the timing. I
found very little vacuum, which
explains the poor performance
climbing out of Death Valley. After resetting the point gap and
timing I had good vacuum and
anticipated no further problems.
Travel Tip # 6: pack spare
parts, tools and diagnostic
equipment. They may be needed. We had a choice of driving
through Yosemite National Park
or continuing north to Lake Tahoe and then into Sacramento.
We chose the Lake Tahoe route
as it would be a memory lane
tour for Karen. She and her fami-

ly drove to Lake Tahoe and Reno
many times while growing up.
The drive north on US395 was
pleasant and the car ran great.
Once in Carson City, we hopped
on US50 and headed west to Sacramento.
Once in Sacramento, we easily
found the host hotel where we
checked in and unpacked. Next,
we picked up our Triumphest
registration materials and parked
the car in the back lot where we
found several familiar faces, including former Hill Country Triumph Club member Jim TenCate.
We tagged along with his
“Wedge” group for dinner at a
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BJ’s Restaurant and Brewhouse.
Back at the hotel we paid a visit
to Charles Runyan of TRF. I told
him of my troubles with the
points, which he seemed to be
aware of and promised to send
me a set of NOS points. True to
his word, I received them a week
after arriving home. It had been
another hard day and Friday
promised to be busy as well, so
we called it a night.
The Friday schedule included
the autocross, Funkhana and Le
Mans start – all at the Cal Expo
Fairgrounds. While I participated
in the driving events, Karen went
with her brother, who still lives
in the area, to revisit familiar
places and landmarks. After returning to the hotel I washed the
car, spoke with the Hagerty representative and ordered some
parts from Rimmer Brothers for
Mike McPhail (free shipping!).
Travel Tip #7: vendors often
have good deals on parts. By
then it was time for the welcome
party and Karen was still out
with her brother. No worries. I
availed myself of the tasty light
snacks and chatted with some
new and old friends, one of
whom is Mike Sabelhous from
LiteZupp and the Red River Triumph Club. We migrated to the
hotel bar where Karen and her
brother eventually found us. After more beers and talk we called
it a night.
Saturday was to be another
big day with the
Funcours/Concours, Fun Rallye
and awards banquet. The car
shows were held in the hotel
parking lot. There were about
180 cars. Once the car was properly parked there was plenty of
time to view the other cars and

Hill Country Triumph Club

Art Graves at Triumphest World Headquarters

chat with the owners. Also, Karen
had arranged for her niece and
nephew to visit with us during
the show. After the show and visit, we hurried to start the Fun
Rallye. The 80-mile rallye, which
required us to find clues along
the way, took us south along the
Sacramento River, on roads Karen had never travelled. During
the rallye we stopped for a quick
lunch and barely made it back to
the hotel. Travel Tip #8: fresh
fruits and vegetables really are

better in California; they grow
them there!
By the time we got cleaned up
and downstairs, the banquet
room was abuzz with Triumph
owners. After dinner the awards
were presented. I thought I had
done well in the driving events,
but my name was omitted from
the list of winners. I did win a
Gold award in the Funcours,
though.
To be continued . . . . . . .
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Alfa Romeo Fall Tour
The Texas Hill Country chapter of the Alfa Romeo
Owner's Club will have its 2018 Fall Tour on Sunday,
November 11th. Harold Downey has laid out a terrific route running about 150 miles through the hill
country from the HEB in Bee Cave to west of Johnson
City and the hill country and ending in Johnson City
for a group lunch at at Pecan Street Brewing
(www.pecanstreetbrewing.com). The "dance hall"
has been reserved for the group, with a limited lunch
menu to facilitate service, and separate checks.

RSVPs are required no later than Tuesday November
6. Email Dean Mericas at dmericas@austin.rr.com
with the number of people in your party, car you
plan to drive, and a mobile number at which you can
be reached during the tour.
A tour package will be emailed out a couple of days
ahead of the 11th with directions, a map, etc. Hope
you all can join us.

HILL COUNTRY TRIUMPH CLUB NAME BADGE
WHITE ON NAVY BLUE
LASER ENGRAVED
MAGNETIC BACKER
SIZE: 1 1/4" X 3 1/2"
$10.00 per badge, inc. tax
NAME ON BADGE #1: ___________________________________________________
NAME ON BADGE #2: ___________________________________________________
Please Print Legibly

Name: _______________________________________
Address: _____________________________________

Phone:___________________

City/State/Zip: _________________________________
Add $2.00 per badge if you want them mailed

(Please make checks out to me)
Send Checks to: Mike Schubert
18340 Masi Loop
Pflugerville, TX 78660
trebucs@sbcglobal.net
512-252-3767

Hill Country Triumph Club

10/14/2018
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Visit Luckenbach, TX
With Willie & The Boys

Join the
Hill Country Triumph Club
of Austin
as we celebrate

Enjoy the roads at the
Gateway to the Hill Country

VTR National 2019
in Dripping Springs, Texas October 6-11, 2019

All photos courtesy Don Couch Photography
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TRIUMPH REGISTER OF AMERICA
Membership Application Form
Please write legibly.
Name ______________________________________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________________________________
City ___________________________________________________ State ______ Zip ____________
Phone _______________________________ Email ________________________________________
Please include area code

Car _____________ __________________________________________________________________
Make & Model

Year __________

Commission Number _________________________________________________

Car _____________ __________________________________________________________________
Make & Model

Year __________

Commission Number _________________________________________________

Car _____________ __________________________________________________________________
Make & Model

Year __________

Commission Number _________________________________________________

Car _____________ __________________________________________________________________
Make & Model

Year __________

Commission Number _________________________________________________
Mail check and/or application to:
Tonda Macy
TRA Treasurer/Membership
4200 Lisa Drive
Tipp City, OH 45371
tonda@macysgarage.com
937-266-1832

Hill Country Triumph Club
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HCTC Classifieds

TR6 AC Unit Plus Compressor
Backet $90.00
Joe Payne
(M)210.326.6673
robjoepayne@yahoo.com
***
Visor assembly with mounts
(both sides), ignition switch cover, trunk light, misc. items.
Text Jim @ 254-563-9141
.

TR-6 seats (Photos above) with
rails and Interior from 1969 TR-6.
Has all the original jute, most of
the carpet and panels. $200.00
Joe Payne
(M)210.326.6673
robjoepayne@yahoo.com
***
Used seats from a 75' TR6. Headrests are functional and stay up as
desired. Asking $240.00 (Photos
to right.)
Text Jim @ 254-563-9141
***
FREE TR6 PARTS
I’m offering up a few used but
operational TR6 parts (photo
left). These items were in good
working order. I upgraded the
suspension, drive train and
brakes. Since I need to make
more room in my garage, I’m offering them up to anyone free of
charge. If interested, please call
and I can meet you for the deliv-

Hill Country Triumph Club

ery.
Don Burkley 512-203-7558
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I have a 76 XJ6 XL.
It was a hand me down project that ran out of steam.
It belonged to a UT professor, Long story short, it
sits and needs someone to show it more Love.

November 2018
Interior is in great not perfect condition. I got it running in time for the last Linklater filming, Dazed and
Confused II.
Open to offers.
Mike & Emily Barrett
Manor TX
(512) 921-2135

Hill Country Triumph Club
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An old friend Kenneth Pierce who lives in
Snyder TX has not one but 2Triumph
GT6s for sale. He has a 1968 Mark 1, 2 liter GT6 in running condition. It has all
new rubber hoses, interior, dash, running
boards and floor boards and new tires. It
has the original engine and transmission
still in great running condition. He was
asking $15,900.00 for it.

ning boards , interior and tires. He was
asking $12,000.00 for it.

He also has a 1973 2 liter GT6 in mint
condition. It has a rebuilt original engine
and transmission, new rubber hoses, run-

Anyone interested please give him a call
directly at 325-573-0979.

The reason he is selling is because his
health has not been good the last few
years and he has had surgery this year.
I spoke with him recently and he said that
he is willing to negotiate down to close to
half price for each GT6!

Thanks
Nick Roccaforte

Hill Country Triumph Club
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HILL COUNTRY TRIUMPH CLUB ADVERTISING RATES
Effective with the January Rag Top the following ad rates will prevail:
Member ads for Triumph cars or parts will continue to be free and will run for two issues.
These ads may be renewed as necessary two times (For a total of six issues).
Ads or flyers for other club’s events will continue to be free and will run for two issues.
Ads for commercial items or services will be charged the following rates:
Business Card ad: $5:00 per issue
Quarter page ad: $10.00 per issue
Half page ad: $15.00 per issue
Full-page ad: $25.00 per issue
These ads must be prepaid and can be scheduled for as long as desired, minimum of six issues. Long term ad runs must be
prepaid at the time of scheduling. All ads must include artwork.
Artwork should be submitted to Dan Julien at dan.julien@gmail.com
Fees should be sent to:
HILL COUNTRY TRIUMPH CLUB

Attn: Mike Schubert
18340 Masi Loop
Pflugerville, TX 78660

Hill Country Triumph Club
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Pay Your Dues!!!!!!!
Please check the latest spreadsheet sent out by Nel. If it says Jul-18 in the dues column your dues are past
due now. Any quite delinquent member who hasn’t paid will be dropped from the roster.
Cost is $15 per year per family. If you don’t wish to renew, please notify Nel.
Mail your check made out to HCTC to:

Nel McPhail
1105 N Canyonwood Dr
Dripping Springs, Tx 78620
(512) 656-1456
nmcphail@austin.rr.com

Membership Application
Name:__________________________________________________________
Address:________________________________________________________
City/State:___________________________________ Zip:________________
Home Phone:____________________________________________________
Work Phone:____________________________________________________
Email address:_____________________________________________________________________________
Car Make:__________________ Model:_________________ Year:___________ Color:__________________
Car Make:__________________ Model:_________________ Year:___________ Color:__________________
How on earth did you hear about the Hill Country Triumph Club?
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Please mail your application and $15 check payable to HCTC to:
Nel McPhail, 1105 North Canyonwood Dr, Dripping Springs, TX 78620

Hill Country Triumph Club
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Upcoming Events
November 10 — HCTC Saturday breakfast meeting, 9 AM, Waterloo Ice House.

November 11 — Alfa Romeo Fall Tour.
See p. 11 for info.
November 13 — HCTC Tuesday evening
meeting, 7 PM, The Tavern.

December 15 — HCTC Christmas Party,
hosted by Joe Payne. Details will follow.

April 24-27, 2019 — VTR Regionals,
Pottsboro, TX. Info at
redrivertriumphclub.org/2019-registration-home/.
October 6-11, 2019 — VTR Nationals,
Dripping Springs, TX. Info at
www.vtr2019.com.

Next breakfast meeting:
Saturday, November 10, 2018, 9:00 AM
Waterloo Ice House
6203 N Capital of Texas Hwy
Austin, TX 78731
NE corner of Lp 360 & RM 2222
waterlooicehouse.com — Phone: 512-478-9700
Next evening meeting:
Tuesday, November 13, 2018, 7:00 PM
The Tavern
922 West 12th St
Austin, TX 78703
At the corner of 12th and Lamar
tavernaustin.com — Phone: 512-320-8377
Hill Country Triumph Club
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