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Letter from the President
By Don Couch

M

y hat is off to Nick and Julie
Roccaforte for hosting another GREAT Valentine’s
Day Drive. It was a joint club drive
with the HCTC and the MG club.
What a turn out! I’d say 20-25 cars
and 40-50 members. HCTC had
members drive from as far away as
Waco and Dripping Springs to meet
up at Nameless Rd and 1431 for the
beautiful drive out to Canyon of the
Eagles. The weather was a bit on
the chilly sauce shall we say but a
few of us hardcore guys drove top
down. It was so much fun looking at
that long ribbon of British cars driving through the twisty hills. It was a
great drive and fun time to check
out other LBC’s we don’t see so often. I like the idea of combining the
clubs and have some ideas for
drives in the coming months. Bluebonnet drive comes to mind.
Bob Skews asked me to blast out a
gathering for the Night Bronze Pour
at “Deep in the Heart Foundry” in
Bastrop this Friday (see page 4).
We did a drive out there last year
and it was a great time. This time

though, we are thinking of just
meeting up at the foundry. It’s too
difficult to organize a drive thru
rush hour traffic on a Friday. So
let’s meet up at the foundry and
have food and drinks after.
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The Hill Country Triumph Club, the 50th Chapter of the
Vintage Triumph Register (VTR), was founded in 1990
to bring together the owners of Triumph automobiles in
the Central Texas area surrounding Austin. In 1991, the
membership decided to include other British car fans as
associates due to lack of other clubs in our area that
represent some of the other marques. As owners and
lovers of our unique types of cars, we have a special
kinship, which draws us together. Membership is open
to anyone who is a British car enthusiast, with or
without a car.
Annual dues are just $15.00 per family group or address
per year. We have dinner meetings on the 2nd Tuesday
of each month and at least one other event each month.
We encourage you to join and support us, even if you
don’t drive your car regularly. We also offer technical
assistance if needed. One goal of the club is to help its
members keep their cars on the road. Please call one of
the club officers listed in the newsletter for more
information about club benefits and spread the word
about our club to others.

Hill Country Triumph Club

The Hill Country Club is a local chapter of the Vintage
Triumph Register (VTR)/Triumph Sports Owners
Association, which is open to all drivers of Triumph
motorcars; a chapter of the Triumph Register of
America, exclusively for TR2 through TR4A sports cars;
and a chapter of the 6-PACK, dedicated to the
enjoyment, preservation, and restoration of the
Triumph TR250 and TR6 sports cars. Membership in
these national organizations is encouraged. Visit their
websites at www.vtr.org, www.triumphregister.com,
and www.6-pack.org.
The Ragtop is published monthly by the Hill Country
Triumph Club. Material within may be freely reproduced
providing Ragtop and the authors are credited. Any and
all newsletter contributions are welcome. Deadline for
submissions is the end of each month. Submissions may
be emailed to editor@hillcountrytriumphclub.org. Car
related classified ads are free to members and will run
for three months unless otherwise instructed. Contact
editor for other ads.
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Marilyn’s TR Story
Bob Skewis

I want to thank everyone in the club for your donation
in Marilyn’s name to both of the charities. For those of
you who were not at the memorial service, I spoke a few
words about how Marilyn first noticed British sports
cars and how she acquired her 250 (which was at the
service). In addition, a rare photograph was located
showing Marilyn standing beside “Sam” in 1972. Once
again, thank you for your kindness and friendship!
I’m going to lighten the mood with my story, as it is
the only one I think I can get through today. I can tell
by looking across the room that I am not going to
shock many people when I tell you that sedans back in
the 60’s had large rear windows with an expansive
speaker shelf. I am sure that Marilyn was not the only
child that travelled the highways untethered, laying
down in a glass bubble watching the world pass by.
She told me that it was from that vantage point that
she first got a glimpse of a British sports car and was
immediately in love with the idea of owning one
someday. That someday came in 1972 when her
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brother Rod contacted her about a 1968 Triumph
TR250 that was available. When they looked at it together, he informed her that if she did not buy it he
would. He never got that chance. When we were dating, it became my responsibility to prepare the car for
its yearly inspection which invariably involved working on the horn assembly in the steering wheel. By
the time marriage rolled around, I was in favor of getting rid of the nuisance but she would not hear of it.
This led to us being ahead of our time by having a prenup agreement . . . The Triumph would NEVER go
away in exchange for my NEVER being home for her
September 5th birthday, which usually coincided with
the opening day of Whitewing Dove hunting. I think
she may have come to regret the agreement in our later years, but as you can see just outside the doors . . .
the car is still with us in all its glory. It has led us on
many adventures, showing us places we would not
have seen otherwise and introduced us to many new
friends for more than 38 years. I thank her for that.
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Secretary’s Report February 2019
By Mike McPhail

C

onsidering the wild fluctuations in the weather, we
had some pretty nice conditions for most of our February
events. Things got off to a wet
and chilly start, causing me to
skip the SCCA event at COTA. Art
Graves came in on Friday the 8th
so as to attend the celebration of
Marilyn Skewis’s life on Saturday. We had our tops up for the
breakfast meeting that morning,
and it didn’t warm up much for
the rest of the day.
Sunday was National Drive Your
Triumph Day, but that was
rained out! Tuesday was much
better and we had a healthy
turnout at the Tavern, where the
upcoming MG club “Canyon of
the Eagles drive” was touted as
the event not to be missed. Triumphs were well represented
that following weekend, even
though several of our members
drove another British car. Nick
and Julie led the parade in a
stunning white MGB-GT, Warren
and Lisa piloted a red MGB, and I
drove my Bugeye Sprite. Roger
and Tina were cozy in a TR6,
while John Akins braved the cool
morning in a top down TR4…as
did Don and Brenda in their Spitfire. There was another Spitfire
and TR6 in attendance, but I (am
sorry to say) neglected to see
who was driving! The drive was
marvelous and we even spotted
a few bluebonnets along the
way…certainly a harbinger of
Spring’s impending arrival.

Hill Country Triumph Club

If you missed the meetings last
month, you probably did not
know about Warren Kodosky’s
Rolling Oldies Antique Car Driving Tour on February 24. It had
been rumored that Warren has a
small car collection…yeah,
right…try “Jay Leno would be
jealous”. He keeps his collection
at a secluded location in North
Austin known as “the Garageski”
where at least 31 classic automobiles gathered that Sunday
for coffee, donuts, and tacos
(thanks Lisa!) prior to a scenic
tour of West Austin.
The drive ended at Camp Mabry
where we toured the fabulous
Texas Military Forces Museum. I
have lived here for 45 years and
have never visited this amazing

exhibition of Texas history. Everything from the Alamo to the
present day is displayed great
detail…very educational!
After the museum we enjoyed
the gorgeous weather and a picnic at the beautiful Camp Mabry
Park. Joe Payne and Benson Tuttle drove their TR6s and I
brought the Spit-Six. Dean and
Elizabeth were in an Alfa sedan,
while Warren chose an early MG
(with so many cars…how does
he decide?).
After such an exciting month I
notice that there is nothing on
my calendar for March! Perhaps
someone will organize a Bluebonnet drive…

Saturday’s lineup.
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Plenty to smile about!

Presidential approval.

Our gang.

Don’t point the finger…

Service with a smile!

Our very own dart board.
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Life is a picnic.

Rollin’ oldies.

Warren at Camp Mabry.
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News from Spain
By Ian & Elaine Phillips

H

ere in Spain they try to
have what you guys would
call a “classic car show”
but being Spanish it winds up as a
total fiasco!
We have a race track close to Valencia called Ricardo Tormo. It's
purpose built but it is no COTA!
It's a small twisty track with grand
stands all the way round, basically
used for Moto GP. Once a year they
have the “Classic Car and Moto”
meeting so we went along with a
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Spanish friend who has restored a
1952 MG TD and Triumph TR 3B.
It’s a 90 mile drive along a toll
road for us and the TR 6 drew a
whole lot of attention with hand
waves and honking along the way.
I'm happy to say she cruised at 80
to 85 mph easily keeping pace
with the "speeding locals". Fortunately (the limit being 70) there
are few or no cops or speed cameras due to the lack of finance
from the government!

Sad to say that there weren’t many
Triumphs at the show. in fact I only found one Spitfire (see pic), but
some MGs and many Porsches.
Surprisingly, there were quite few
old American muscle cars, which
are favorites of the Spanish. The
day concluded with a fine 3 course
meal, wine, coffee and then the
delightful drive home in glorious
weather to the sound of a 6 cylinder humming away…
Another great day in a TR 6!
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2019 Valentine Drive
By Nick Roccaforte

T

he Valentine Drive on
February 16th this year
was well attended by
both the MG and Triumph
clubs. There were even two
Houston MG club members
that came all the way up to
join us on the drive. There
were a total of 19 vehicles on
the drive. There were MGs,
Triumphs, Miatas, a Mini, a
Sprite and even a few modern
cars and trucks. We woke up
to a chilly and cloudy Saturday morning of 47 degrees.
By the time we arrived at the
start it was 49 degrees. After
a briefing we traveled down
1431 — the winding, hilly
road to Marble Falls. It was a
very pleasant and scenic
drive especially since there
was minimal traffic for most
of the drive there. By the time
we arrived in Marble Falls the
sun was trying to break
through the clouds and it was
around 52 degrees. We made
it through town without losing anyone and all stayed together along the route. When
we turned down Park Road 4
the fun really began. The road
was winding with a number
of deep valleys along the way
that felt like we were on a
roller coaster! (see pictures)
This was really neat since

Hill Country Triumph Club

again there was no normal
traffic on the road, just us!
The temperature rose to 60
degrees at that point and the
sun was shining off and on
the rest of the route. We
traveled along the winding
road overlooking Lake Buchanan with great vistas. By the
time we arrived at our primary destination of the Canyon
of the Eagles the temperature
was well in the 60s. There
was a total of 35 people on
the drive that had lunch at
the restaurant (see pictures).
The grounds around the
lodge and the views of the
lake were great from this hill
top resort. This was the end

of the primary drive, however a small number of members made it to the second
and third stops, visiting the
Highland Lakes Air Museum
and then topping off the day
with dessert at the Trail Blazer Grill in Burnet. All in all everyone had a great time. We
were very fortunate in that
there were no breakdowns or
car problems along the drive.
Unfortunately one of the
Houston club members hit a
deer later that evening on the
way back to Houston. Thankfully no one was injured.
There was damage to the
hood and grill of the MG however.
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Visit Luckenbach, TX
With Willie & The Boys

Join the
Hill Country Triumph Club
of Austin
as we celebrate

Enjoy the roads at the
Gateway to the Hill Country

VTR National 2019
in Dripping Springs, Texas October 6-11, 2019

All photos courtesy Don Couch Photography
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TRIUMPH REGISTER OF AMERICA
Membership Application Form
Please write legibly.
Name ______________________________________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________________________________
City ___________________________________________________ State ______ Zip ____________
Phone _______________________________ Email ________________________________________
Please include area code

Car _____________ __________________________________________________________________
Make & Model

Year __________

Commission Number _________________________________________________

Car _____________ __________________________________________________________________
Make & Model

Year __________

Commission Number _________________________________________________

Car _____________ __________________________________________________________________
Make & Model

Year __________

Commission Number _________________________________________________

Car _____________ __________________________________________________________________
Make & Model

Year __________

Commission Number _________________________________________________
Mail check and/or application to:
Tonda Macy
TRA Treasurer/Membership
4200 Lisa Drive
Tipp City, OH 45371
tonda@macysgarage.com
937-266-1832

Hill Country Triumph Club
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HCTC Classifieds

Lucas Brake Master Cylinder
for Spitfire

Spitfire intake manifold 13001500

New. Requires DOT 3 brake fluid.
(That’s why it was never installed) Has sat in box for a few
years so if you get this order a rebuild kit.

$20
Charles. 512-296-0972
***

$60
Charles. 512-296-0972
***
Visor assembly with mounts
(both sides), ignition switch cover, trunk light, misc. items.
Text Jim @ 254-563-9141

Used seats from a ‘75 TR6.
Headrests are functional and stay
up as desired. Asking $240.00
(Photos above.)
Text Jim @ 254-563-9141

Hill Country Triumph Club
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An old friend Kenneth Pierce who
lives in Snyder TX has a Triumph
GT6 for sale. The 1973 2 liter GT6
is in mint condition. It has a rebuilt original engine and transmission, new rubber hoses,
running boards , interior and tires.
He was asking $12,000.00 for it.
The reason he is selling is because
his health has not been good the
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last few years and he has had surgery this year.
I spoke with him recently and he
said that he is willing to negotiate
down to close to half price!
Anyone interested please give
him a call directly at 325-5730979.
Thanks
Nick Roccaforte
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Restored High Performance Specification 1964 TR4

�

This car is based on the one-off official factory colored
dark metallic grey - with red interior - car as exhibited at
the annual national Earls Court new Car Show, London to
showcase talent of the Triumph factory apprentices (and
with whose subsequent UK owner/restorer I had communicated).

Currently fitted with rebuilt SUs (idles at 800 rpm);
package includes mated twin Weber DCOE set up with
regulator, mounts, etc.

�

Numerous uprated/strengthened/lightened internal
components include: intake and exhaust valves, tappets, springs, rocker shaft etc., valve cover, oil pump
and feed, water impeller / housing

Full frame off restoration of clean donor; LHD, with overdrive and both hard and surrey soft tops

�

Matched to custom headers (per 1960s option) and exhaust system, custom built distributor with electronic
ignition, sports coil, spin-on oil filter and specially
mounted oil cooler radiator kit, electric fuel pump, new
gas tank with protective interior lining, alternator and
narrow V-belt conversion, electric fan conversion with
harmonic damper, uprated anti-roll (sway) bars,
suspension/shocks, and quicker steering rack, finned
rear alloy alfin drums and performance upgraded front
discs/rotors

�

Original surrey top rear section with new plexiglass,
UK-sourced last-known NOS aluminum hardtop (with
custom matching headlining by US specialist), plus
original surrey soft top and frame

�

New red interior trimmed white with matching custom
headliner, and grey carpet, fitted over special sounddeadening primer/paint, walnut dash option, fitted
roll-over bar, seat belts

�

Other options include trunk liner, custom raised
floor/cover to accommodate wider spare, twin racing
door mirrors, both battery cut-off and inside fuel pump
cut-off (safety / anti-theft devices)

�

Knock-off alloy wheels ($2,000 plus conversion package)

Performance has been enhanced – from discussions with
(and sourcing of appropriate parts from) former Triumphtune and Triumph factory race team personnel / authors,
owner of factory TR4 race cars, US / UK marque performance specialists – to produce bench rated 125-130 bhp
(versus stock 104).
Special features include:
�

Performance engine: 89mm pistons/liners,
ported/polished head with increased compression and
matched camshaft from BFE, roller-rockers, lightened
racing flywheel, 4.1 rear end and overdrive

Serious offers invited; selling 1-2 cars to fund (two) kids’
colleges following industry downturns / layoffs.
Clear Texas title.
Contact David at 713-4120661 or djf713@tamu.edu

Hill Country Triumph Club
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Unique 1989 Morgan Plus Four
Four-Seater : 138 BHP for sale
Serious offers invited; selling 1-2
cars to fund (two) kids’ colleges
following industry downturns /
layoffs.
�

21k miles (believed still on
original tires?)

�

138 bhp Rover engine with 5
speed gearbox (0-60 in 7.7 seconds range)

�

Lighter weight factory option
aluminum body panels and
wings

�

Numerous factory options including reclining leather seats,
walnut dash, Motolita steering
wheel, door handles and wing
mirrors, luggage rack, 15” wire
wheels, full weather gear and
(two) tonneaux

Hill Country Triumph Club
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�

Four-seater for family or exceptional extra luggage capacity on
road trips

�

Offered on bill of sale

�

Recently serviced and fitted replacement ECU from UK, new
fuel pump, battery, rear brakes

Many Morgans were powered by
either a Triumph (104 bhp) in Plus
Four or Rover (155 bhp) engines in
Plus 8 models. This Plus Four
model provides best of both world
– the standard factory-fitted 2-litre
Rover’s 138 bhp fuel-injected fourcylinder engine endows Plus Four
with 90% of bhp of the early Plus 8.
Inviting serious offers on $25,000
for quick sale. Contact David at
713-412-0661 or
djf713@tamu.edu
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HILL COUNTRY TRIUMPH CLUB ADVERTISING RATES
Effective with the January Rag Top the following ad rates will prevail:
Member ads for Triumph cars or parts will continue to be free and will run for two issues.
These ads may be renewed as necessary two times (For a total of six issues).
Ads or flyers for other club’s events will continue to be free and will run for two issues.
Ads for commercial items or services will be charged the following rates:
Business Card ad: $5:00 per issue
Quarter page ad: $10.00 per issue
Half page ad: $15.00 per issue
Full-page ad: $25.00 per issue
These ads must be prepaid and can be scheduled for as long as desired, minimum of six issues. Long term ad runs must be
prepaid at the time of scheduling. All ads must include artwork.
Artwork should be submitted to Dan Julien at dan.julien@gmail.com
Fees should be sent to:
HILL COUNTRY TRIUMPH CLUB

Attn: Mike Schubert
18340 Masi Loop
Pflugerville, TX 78660

Hill Country Triumph Club
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Pay Your Dues!!!!!!!
Please check the latest spreadsheet sent out by Nel. If it says Jan-19 in the dues column your dues are overdue now. Any quite delinquent member who hasn’t paid will be dropped from the roster.
Cost is $15 per year per family. If you don’t wish to renew, please notify Nel.
Mail your check (payable to Hill Country Triumph Club or HCTC) to:

Nel McPhail
1105 N Canyonwood Dr
Dripping Springs, Tx 78620
(512) 656-1456
nmcphail@austin.rr.com

Membership Application
Name:__________________________________________________________
Address:________________________________________________________
City/State:___________________________________ Zip:________________
Home Phone:____________________________________________________
Work Phone:____________________________________________________
Email address:_____________________________________________________________________________
Car Make:__________________ Model:_________________ Year:___________ Color:__________________
Car Make:__________________ Model:_________________ Year:___________ Color:__________________
How on earth did you hear about the Hill Country Triumph Club?
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Please mail your application and $15 check payable to HCTC to:
Nel McPhail, 1105 North Canyonwood Dr, Dripping Springs, TX 78620

Hill Country Triumph Club
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Upcoming Events
March 9, 2019 — HCTC morning meeting. April 24-27, 2019 — VTR Regionals, PottsMarch 12, 2019 — HCTC evening meeting. boro, TX. Info at
redrivertriumphclub.org/2019-registraMarch 23, 2019 — New Orleans All Brit- tion-home/.
ish Car Day. See www.bmcno.org for deMay 5, 2019 — Dallas All British and Eutails
ropean Car Day. Info here.
April 9, 2019 — HCTC evening meeting.
October 6-11, 2019 — VTR Nationals, DripApril 13, 2019 — HCTC morning meeting. ping Springs, TX. Info at www.vtr2019.com.

Next breakfast meeting:
Saturday, March 9, 2019, 9:00 AM
Waterloo Ice House
6203 N Capital of Texas Hwy
Austin, TX 78731
NE corner of Lp 360 & RM 2222
waterlooicehouse.com — Phone: 512-478-9700

Next evening meeting:
Special VTR Planning Meeting
Tuesday, March 12, 2019, 4:00 PM
Live Oak Brewery
across US 71 from Austin Bergstrom International Airport,
behind the Fast Park
1615 Crozier Ln
Del Valle, TX 78617
liveoakbrewing.com—Phone: 512-580-4265
Hill Country Triumph Club

Page 25

