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W

e had a great turnout at the last HCTC In This Issue:
meeting at Live Oak Brewery. It came
from the
up that it’s election time again. I can’t Letter
President
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believe a year has passed since I said I’d re-up
Secretary’s Report May
for another year. Really, I didn’t accomplish
2021
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what I’d hope to last year because the world
shut down so I’d like another shot at “one
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more year.” Already, with the help of HCTC
To Spring… or, Not to
members Nick and Julie Roccaforte and
Spring?
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Robert and Pam MacKenzie we are having a
BBQ/Fix-It-Day. I have a couple more events
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in the works with Bob Skewis and Duncan
and Lee Charlton. If you can organize a BBQ,
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Pot Luck Dinner or a drive let me know. I’d
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like to keep the summer full of drives and
cookouts!
Upcoming Events
20
This months meeting is at The Cork and
Barrel Pub in Round Rock. See the HCTC
website for more info or I’m sure Dan has it
on the calendar page of the Ragtop. And
Speaking of Dan, He could always use content.
Be it an article or snapshots send it on and
help Dan out. Also, if your dues are due you
know what to do.

Next Meeting

20

HCTC member Rip Torn emailed
me about club shirts for the
Nationals. We have an account
with our HCTC logo at Land’s
End. Here is the link to our
HCTC Lands End Store. https://
business.landsend.com/store/
hctc/ You will need to set up
your own personal account.
After you choose your shirt
style, size and quantity you will
need to select “Apply Logo(s)”
on the bottom of the page next

to “add to bag”. Select the one
that best �its your shirt color
choice. Now ”add to bag” and
you are ready to go.
I hope to see many of you at the
Nationals later this year. I can’t
recall when a Nationals was
held so close to home.
Stay Tuned,
Don

Secretary’s
Report
May 2021
Mike McPhail

R

oger Bolick was waiting for me at the
290 Café in Manor when I got there at
10:30 on May 8th. Wiley came in
right afterwards and we ordered breakfast.
Yummy! A person shouldn’t drink on an
empty stomach and the next stop was the
HCTC monthly meeting at the Live Oak
Brewing Company.
It is a pretty straight shot from Manor to
Crozier Lane, so not surprisingly, Wiley and
I were the �irst to arrive. Bob Baker was
next to show (drove the Jaguar, too!) and
calling it an of�icial quorum, we went in for
some beer. Yes, you can actually go inside
now…you just have to go back out to drink.
Anyhow, before long there were fourteen
Triumph enthusiasts sitting at a picnic
table in the shade of a Live Oak tree!

gather at the Cork and Barrel in Round
Rock for a second Tuesday get-together,
and we talked about upcoming events, etc.
Oh yeah, and more beer!
It seems like rain was in the forecast every
day in May, and it rained like hell on my
way to the Keels and Wheels show in
Seabrook on the 1st. My Austin Healey Club
had a craw�ish boil before the show and
the sun came out just as we got done
eating. Excellent timing!

Don announced that next month we would

There was more Healey action on tap at Big
Bear Lake in the San Bernardino
Mountains of California May 16-21. My
Austin-Healey stayed home, but I hitched a
ride with a Houston buddy who was
trailering his car to the Healey National
Convention. While you were getting
soaked, we enjoyed thirteen days of

Keels and Wheels.

Just keels.

San Berdoo Mountains.

Mountain view.

sunshine with mountain daytime high
temperatures in the seventies. I even got to
drive the Healey on some of the “twisties!”
Actually, those are the only kind of roads
up there…

pump. Benson has been detailing his TR6’s
engine compartment, while Jim Wells is
getting a paint job after upgrading to an
overdrive gearbox. Wiley has a new OD box
too, and is recovering his seats. Rip Torn is
getting a new dash board and has already
installed an aluminum radiator and electric
fan. Joe Payne has had his car color-sanded
with outstanding results and Art Graves
has a new trailing arm…hopefully we will

Some of us have been taking advantage of
the wet weather to work on our Triumphs.
I have new rear hubs in my TR6 and have
converted my Spit-Six to an electric fuel

Healey show.

Healey chick.
get the details on that story!
Bob Skewis and I had some fun getting a
Spit�ire running that had been off the road
for a few years. The usual stuff: drain the
tank, �lush the lines, change the oil &

California Dreamin’!
coolant, tune-up, brake job, etc. I did get to
try out a new (to me) clutch hydraulic
system bleeding technique. Just put some
Te�lon tape on the bleeder screw threads
and run a 3/16 PVC tubing from the
bleeder back up to the master cylinder
reservoir and pump away. In no time all the
bubbles were gone and not a drop of �luid
was lost. This method is reported to work
on brakes also!

Overdrive gearbox.

Tube from slave.

Tube in reservoir.

From the
Archives
Art Graves

S

ince June is the month we celebrate Father’s Day, I am indulging myself with an article
our son Brian wrote. Brian was 13 years old at the time. This appeared in the September
1997 issue of the Ragtop. We made several trips to Kansas City and then other distant
shows over the years. I remember being excited for this trip myself. Not sure how I heard of it.
Google was not very mainstream or even existent at the time, but I was able to �ind show
information on the computer. This is an 800-mile one-way trip from Austin/P�lugerville, not
including any wrong or missed turns — which I am still prone to do. Ask anyone who travels
with me. Brian now lives in New York City and doesn’t even own a car!

The Trip to Kansas City
by Brian Graves
Our trip to Kansas City was fun. It
was a nice drive up there and it was a
pretty good show. Dad (Art) and I
(Brian) left home around 6:30am,
excited to get to Kansas City even
though it would be a while till we
would get there. Things were going
good until we got to Dallas where we
missed the exit to the Dallas Tollway
and we got turned around and went
to Plano instead of getting onto 75
North. We got gas in Plano. We were
on 75 North until we got to Durant,
Oklahoma where we ate lunch. In
Durant, 75 changed to 69 and we
went up to McAlester and then to

Muskogee and got gas. Then we
headed north again to Big Cabin,
Oklahoma where we got on 44, a
tollway. On that tollway we got off at
Miami, Oklahoma and that is where
we really messed up. It would have
been a lot easier if we just kept going
on 44 to Joplin, Missouri, but we
decided to go to Miami and take 69
to Kansas City. That road was not
very good for traveling. It was two
lane and we couldn't pass anyone
and the speed limit was around 50.
So, we stayed on that road until we
got to Galena where we went over to
Joplin and got on 71 all the way to
Kansas City. If we had just gone to
Joplin, we could have been in Kansas
City about an hour earlier. We
arrived in Kansas City at 7:30 and
got to the hotel, The Airport

Marriott, at 8:30. We ate dinner at
the hotel and went to bed.
The next morning, we got up and ate
the breakfast buffet at the hotel
restaurant that I enjoyed. Then we
parked the car on the show �ield by a
man-made lake, Lake Airport
(because K.C.I.A. is right across the
street), and looked around at all of
the other cars that were in the show.
Someone told us that that was just
about half of all of the cars that
would come because others would
come tomorrow. Then at 1:00 we
went on the Gimmick Rallye, which
was a really nice ride around the
outskirts of Kansas City. We found
every question and it was not timed
and we didn’t have to write down the
mileage. We just had to �ind the
answers. We got gas on the way and
we each got a little snack because we
didn’t eat lunch (because we had a
big breakfast). When we got back to
the hotel, we turned in the rallye
sheet. We thought that we did really
good because we got every single
answer written down. That evening
we had London Broil at the banquet.
We sat at a table full of Swedes that
owned Saabs. There was Eric from
Minnesota that visits Sweden often
and his friend Larry. I don’t know
where Larry was from because he
wasn’t much of a talker. There was
also Jim from Oklahoma City and I
don’t think he was Swedish and I
don’t know if he even owned a car.
After everyone had eaten there was a
guest speaker, I don’t know his name,
but he talked about his experience

with Triumphs and racing them. It
was pretty interesting. Then the
president of the Kansas City All
British Car Club talked about the
meet a little bit and he also
introduced the guest speaker. Then
we went up to the room, watched
some TV and went to sleep. When we
got up at 8:00 we went down to the
big tent in back of the hotel where
we had Sunday Brunch. It was the
same as the breakfast buffet, but
outside. Then we went swimming for
a little while and then went to go
vote. There were about 30 classes
and voting in about 20 of them. They
had a neat voting system where you
get a lot of little pieces of paper with
the class letter(s) on it. You write
down what car you vote for and stick
the paper in little plastic containers
with that class number on it. Dad
(Art) took a picture of it. Then we
volunteered to count up all of the
votes in the air-conditioned West
Room on the bottom �loor of the
hotel. There were about 12 other
people helping with the voting. After
that we went to walk around and
look at the cars some more and at
3:00 they had the awards. All of the
�irst-place winners got to drive their
car up to the table and get their
award while 2nd and 3rd just walked
up to receive it. After the awards we
went to the room, watched some
football and the next day we spent
driving back home on IH-35.
Brian Graves

To Spring…

or, Not to Spring?
Wiley Christal

I

am talking about the cone-shaped,
relatively stiff springs that Triumph
installed behind the door handles and
window winder handles on a new TR6.
Some other Triumph models may have
come equipped with the springs as well.
Those handles must come off before the
door panels can be removed to access the
door locks and window mechanisms. I
wanted to make my door locks work again,
but I also needed new door panels because
the hardboard backing on mine had
deteriorated such that the clips would not
stay in place to attach the door panels to
the inside of the door frames. Attaching
the door panels to the door frames with the
clips is not the subject of this article but it
can be a dif�icult job. I probably tried
everything you should not do. Here is a
bullet summary for what seemed to work
best to get the door panels attached [1]:
•

Use �inesse, not force.

•

Trying to hammer a clip into place in
the 1/4-inch hole in the door frame will
just bend the clip and it may rip the
vinyl of the door panel.

•

New door panels may not have all the
attachment holes for the clips at the
correct place to align with existing 1/4inch holes in the door frame – you may
need to drill additional 1/4-inch holes
in the door frame.

•

Start working from the top of the door
panel.

•

Use needle-nose pliers to position the
tip of the clip into the door frame hole,
then press it into place from the

�inished side of the door panel.
•

Do not forget to put the springs for the
door handle and window winder
behind the door panel.

Now back to the springs… some club
members with TR6 cars say they do not
need the springs. My car needed them to
keep the handles from rattling. The
springs �it over short, square shafts for the
door opener mechanism and window
winder. The smaller end of the coneshaped springs point toward the
escutcheons and the handles. Small pins
are inserted through holes on the backside
of the handles and the square shafts that
keep the handles in place. The job is
dif�icult because the stiff spring must be
compressed by pushing back on the
escutcheon while trying to get the pin to
align with the holes in the handle and
shaft. Two hands and a knee are required –
one hand to compress the spring, one hand
to put the pin through the hole in the shaft,
and a knee to keep the handle from sliding
off the shaft.
The easiest method to put a pin through
handle and shaft is to use a wire rod of the

correct diameter that has been pre-cut
such that when bent, the rod will break. A
length of 9/16 of an inch is just about right
for the pin. The pre-cut should be about
80% of the diameter — some force may be
required to get the rod started through the
holes, but it needs to break when bent. A
pin that is 3/32-inch in diameter is about
right; however, wire rods that are 1/8-inch
in diameter are easier to �ind at Home
Depot-like stores and they can be forced
though the holes in the door handle and
window winder shafts. When the rod is
bent to break, a burr can be created that
will make it dif�icult to extract the pin the
next time the handles need to come off.
That is why I like the next method best.
Another method that
require a few more tools
of the trade [2] is to use
8d �inishing nails for the
pins. That nail has a
diameter of 3/32-inch.
Pins cut from an 8d
�inishing nail at 9/16inch lengths with the
ends sanded to eliminate
burrs works well. A 3inch 8d �inishing nail can

be put into the hole through the handle and
shaft to hold the spring in compression and
the handle onto the shaft while the pin is
dropped into place on the opposite side of
the shaft. Curved hemostats work well to
hold the pin while �itting it between the
back of the handle and the escutcheon to
get the pin started into the hole [3]. Then a
punch and hammer to tap it into place and
the 3-inch nail that was holding the spring
compressed will have dropped loose. Pay
attention to where the window winder
handle will be positioned when the
window is down – if it is pointing forward,
it will rub against your knee.

From the Hill Country
to the Front Range
Mike Jankowski

I

t's hard to believe that almost two
years have passed since my wife
Caroline and I packed up and
moved from Austin to Colorado
Springs, CO. Somehow, through
buying a house, starting a new job,
and adjusting to living at 6200 feet
above sea level I found time to hunt
for a new Triumph for me. I had sold
the Spit�ires and TR6 I owned before

leaving Austin, as well as the
Porsche. My aim was to get a late
GT6, and a friend in IL had just
�inished mostly restoring one.
I bought the car, towed it back, and
set about �inishing up some of the
still un�inished details. Once those
were done, I began to drive it. Quite a
bit. Normally it is used for errands or
if we want to just cruise around town

to relax and grab dinner. But it is
driven in all weather, and luckily we
have Pikes Peak and Garden of the
Gods nearby to enjoy and take pics
at. I loved all my previous GT6s, and I
wanted a Triumph I could use year
round here.
So far I have driven it to Denver a
few times, so about 200 miles round
trip on those days. Plus many trips
on the area two-lane roads as well as
Pikes Peak. This summer I intend to
have it ready to serve as a weekend
getaway car. There is a pretty active
Triumph scene up here, and a very
active local British car scene. If I can
button up the car I may be at VTR
Nationals in OK this year.
I have a list of roads and passes I
want to explore, which likely will
take a few years. But at least no
matter the weather or how it
changes I will be ready.

Classifieds
We have �inished the restoration of
the TR3A we have owned for about 44
years. After all those years of
gathering parts and parts cars, we
now have many parts and pieces left. I
am wanting to give these to either an
individual or a business that will be
able to use them to keep some of
these cars going. I don’t mind if they
are sold by a business or used by an
individual – I just want them to be
used and not stored in my garage.
I have 2 nose caps, a pair of doors, a
boot lid , maybe a convertible top
frame and some engine parts.
I live in Lockhart and can deliver the
parts.
Bill Duran, 512-227-6067 (cell)
***

TR6 Air Filter Components
$40.00 Raymond Brown 240472-7200
Tachometer RPM, Original Gauge
Smith, RN2414/00AS OEM. Fit all
TR-6 1972-1976
$80.00 Ray Brown 240-472-7200

Stromberg 175 CD carburetor
set. $80.00. Raymond Brown
240-472-7200
Picnic blanket with snap on vinyl
cover. Size 58 X 70 inches. New
$30.00
Ray Brown 240-472-7200
***
Wanted: TR 6 jack and handle.
Joe Payne 210-326-6673
robjoepayne@yahoo.com

***
Visor assembly with mounts
(both sides), ignition switch
cover, trunk light, misc. items.
Text Jim @ 254-563-9141

Used seats from a ‘75 TR6.
Headrests are functional and
stay up as desired. Asking
$240.00 (Photos right.)
Text Jim @ 254-563-9141

Used and new TR6 parts for
sale. For full listing, contact info,
and pictures, click here.
***

Triumph TR6 '69-72 Intake
Manifold Stanpart V3108, used, as
is. Great condition. Price plus
shipping or pick up in central
Texas $110

SU HS2 Carbs. For Sale a pair of
SUHS2 carbs with chrome air
�ilters. Condition excellent. New
jets, needles, �loat needles and jets.
PRICE $175.00. Contact Olivio
316-200-3068 phone or text.

Many more parts for sale and
prices negotiable. See the catalog
PDF or look at https://
www.triumphexp.com/forum/
buy-sell-and-trade-forum.5/

***

Contact Rip at 512 845 2944 or
rtorn09@gmail.com

Free to a good home:
2 TR4 Front Overriders
2 TR4 Front Bumper Brackets
1 TR4 Rear Bumper
All are serviceable but by no
means pristine. There are
scratches and scuffs and dings.
Located in Lago Vista, TX
Rod Hamilton
(714)420-6996
Orders@hamiltonguitars.net

TR6 Stanpart Coventry Radiator.
Price: $150 obo. Came out of a
1969 TR6. Replaced when the
parts were upgraded. No leaking
and holds pressure. Price plus
shipping approx $60

4 Speed Transmission from
1969 TR6. Approx 80000 miles.
Price: $500 obo. Looks clean and
the gears appear in good
condition. I can get it inspected by
a noted local mechanic at your
expense. Sold as-is. Pm me with
questions, please. Shipping extra.

Hydraulic car lift. My wife and I are
downsizing and moving to Florida. I have a
hydraulic car lift that I have used for about 8
years to double-stack cars in my garage and
also to facilitate car maintenance. I have moved
one track side in to accommodate the narrow
wheel spacing of British cars. It’s installed in a
garage with about 9’ 4” high ceiling but would
also work in a 9’ 0” ceiling. The lift is fully
functional and comes with two ramps for
loading cars onto the tracks. Capacity is 8,000
pounds. It’s in excellent shape. I would advise
and assist in the disassembly but it would be
the buyers responsibility to handle the move.

It will require four people to disassemble, load
onto a truck and reassemble. I’ve installed
anchor bolts into my garage �loor to provide
structure stability. This was done using a star
drill and edge-type anchor bolts.
As new cost is $2,250. I’m asking $800.
Jim Haller
jnhaller@sbcglobal.net
(512) 909-2226

Stock photo of car undergoing off frame restoration. Actual
car is same color and wheels but left hand (USA) drive and
black interior.

1973 Triumph GT6
Body fully stripped and mounted on dolly. frame stripped and painted. New suspension
installed. $10k in new parts (invoices available). Partial list of new parts; interior, Smith
gauges, 14" mini-lite mags, stainless headers, new racing suspension and brakes, wiring
harness, all chrome parts, starter, alternator, 3 carbs, plus much more.
Engine rebuilt by Performance Race Industries to Stage 1 specs.
Rebuilt transmission and differential.
Stored in locker for 20+ years.
John Carson
512-716-9654
jfcarson2005@yahoo.com

$13K OBO

Hill Country Triumph Club Advertising Rates
Member ads for Triumph cars or parts are free and will run for two issues.
These ads may be renewed as necessary two times, for a total of six issues.
Ads or �lyers for other club’s events are free and will run for two issues.
Ads for commercial items or services will be charged the following rates:
Business Card ad: $5:00 per issue
Quarter page ad: $10.00 per issue
Half page ad: $15.00 per issue
Full-page ad: $25.00 per issue
These ads must be prepaid and can be scheduled for as long as desired, minimum of six issues. Long term ad
runs must be prepaid at the time of scheduling. All ads must include artwork.
Artwork should be submitted to Dan Julien at dan.julien@gmail.com
Fees should be sent to:
HILL COUNTRY TRIUMPH CLUB

Attn: Mike Schubert
18340 Masi Loop
P�lugerville, TX 78660

Pay Your Dues!!!!!!!
Please check the latest spreadsheet sent out by Nel. If it says Jan-21 in the dues column your dues are
overdue now. Any delinquent member who hasn’t paid will be dropped from the roster.
Cost is $15 per year per family. If you don’t wish to renew, please notify Nel.
Mail your check (payable to Hill Country Triumph Club or HCTC) to:

Nel McPhail
1105 N Canyonwood Dr
Dripping Springs, TX 78620
(512) 656-1456
nmcphail@austin.rr.com

Membership Application
Name:__________________________________________________________
Address:________________________________________________________
City/State:___________________________________ Zip:________________
Home Phone:____________________________________________________
Work Phone:____________________________________________________
Email address:_____________________________________________________________________________
Car Make:__________________ Model:_________________ Year:___________ Color:__________________
Car Make:__________________ Model:_________________ Year:___________ Color:__________________
How on earth did you hear about the Hill Country Triumph Club?
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Please mail your application and $15 check payable to HCTC to:
Nel McPhail, 1105 North Canyonwood Dr, Dripping Springs, TX 78620

HCTC Officers
President — Don Couch
president@hillcountrytriumphclub.org
Vice-President — John Akins
Webmaster — Kyle Fagan
webmaster@hillcountrytriumphclub.org
Treasurer — Mike Schubert
trebucs43@gmail.com

Secretary — Mike McPhail
Membership — Nel Mcphail
512-656-1456
membership@hillcountrytriumphclub.org
Ragtop Editor — Dan Julien
512-451-3102
editor@hillcountrytriumphclub.org
Social Media — Robert McKenzie

Back issues of The Ragtop are available on our website:
h�p://www.hillcountrytriumphclub.org

Become a VTR Member
The Vintage Triumph Register has its benefits. A national club of Triumph
enthusiasts spanning the globe needs you as a member. Affiliate club
membership is not an automatic membership to VTR. Some of the benefits:
The Vintage Triumph Magazine – Our award-winning bi-monthly color publication
2020 VTR National Convention in Galena, Illinois
Access to a large number of local clubs
Website with reference material and members-only sections
Record Trace Certificates TR2/TR3/TR3A/TR3B. Factory trace documents on other
Triumph models no longer available
Clothing, regalia, exclusive items
Specific vehicle consultants and experts
Sign up at https://vintagetriumphregister.org

The Hill Country Triumph Club, the 50th Chapter of
the Vintage Triumph Register (VTR), was founded
in 1990 to bring together the owners of Triumph
automobiles in the Central Texas area surrounding
Austin. In 1991, the membership decided to include
other British car fans as associates due to lack of
other clubs in our area that represent some of the
other marques. As owners and lovers of our unique
types of cars, we have a special kinship, which
draws us together. Membership is open to anyone
who is a British car enthusiast, with or without a
car.
Annual dues are just $15.00 per family group or
address per year. We have dinner meetings on the
2nd Tuesday of each month, breakfast meetings on
the 2nd Saturday, and at least one other event each
month. We encourage you to join and support us,
even if you don’t drive your car regularly. We also
offer technical assistance if needed. One goal of the
club is to help its members keep their cars on the
road. Please call one of the club of�icers listed in the
newsletter for more information about club
bene�its and spread the word about our club to
others.

The Hill Country Club is a local chapter of the
Vintage Triumph Register (VTR)/Triumph Sports
Owners Association, which is open to all drivers of
Triumph motorcars; a chapter of the Triumph
Register of America, exclusively for TR2 through
TR4A sports cars; and a chapter of the 6-PACK,
dedicated to the enjoyment, preservation, and
restoration of the Triumph TR250 and TR6 sports
cars. Membership in these national organizations is
encouraged. Visit their websites at www.vtr.org,
triumphregister.com, and 6-pack.org.
The Ragtop is published monthly by the Hill
Country Triumph Club. Material within may be
freely reproduced providing Ragtop and the
authors are credited. Any and all newsletter
contributions are welcome. Deadline for
submissions is the end of each month. Submissions
may be emailed to
editor@hillcountrytriumphclub.org. Car related
classi�ied ads are free to members and will run for
three months unless otherwise instructed. Contact
editor for other ads.

Upcoming Events
Next date TBD — Cars & Coffee. Circuit of
the Americas. Info here.
June 8, 2021 — HCTC Meeting. Cork &
Barrel, Round Rock, TX.
July 10, 2021 — HCTC Meeting. Live Oak
Brewery.

Sept 14-18, 2021 — VTR 2021 Nationals,
Edmond OK. COVTR has agreed to host the
VTR 2021 Nationals in September 2021.
www.triumphsokc.org/vtr2021
Oct 29, 2021 — South Texas ABCD,
Boerne, TX, hosted by Alamo MG
Association. Registration forms available
from kkinard@att.net.

Next Meeting
Next meeting:
Tuesday, June 8, 2020, 7:30 PM
Cork & Barrel Craft Kitchen + Microbrewery
4000 E Palm Valley Blvd
Round Rock, TX 78665
corkandbarrelpub.com
Phone: 512-582-0155

