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Fix-It Day!

Thoughts
from
Rip
Rip Torn

A

s we get ready to celebrate our national Independence
Day, I take this opportunity to re�lect on the many
blessing of freedom we enjoy. The celebration came
from the thoughts of John Adams, the second president.
“Adams wrote a letter to his wife Abigail, saying the date “will
be the most memorable epocha, in the history of America. I
am apt to believe that it will be celebrated, by succeeding
generations, as the great anniversary festival,” he wrote. “It
ought to be solemnized with pomp and parade, with shews,
games, sports, guns, bells, bon�ires and illuminations from
one end of this continent to the other from this time forward,
forevermore.” Enjoy your holiday safely, drive your car and
have a great time!
In case some of you missed it we have had a change in the
club leadership. At the June HCTC meeting in Round Rock, we
held the annual elections. It was a good turn out of members.
On June 25th the club of�icers met and Mike McPhail stepped
down as Secretary. Jim Wells volunteered to step up and the
of�icers voted to approve his replacement. We thank Don,
John, and Mike for their work for the club, especially
organizing the National VTR Conference in 2019 keeping the
club going during the pandemic. I look forward to working
with Joe, Jim, Kyle, Dan, Nel, and Mike in the upcoming year to
reinvigorate and grow the club, have some great drives,
support our racers, and HAVE FUN!
This month we have a Club BBQ/Fix-It-Day and monthly
meeting on the 10th. Details in the newsletter and website.
Don is taking the RSVPs and we really need a good turnout
for this event. We give special thanks to Nick and Julie
Roccaforte and Robert and Pam MacKenzie for organizing
this. As a reminder the club is covering the cost for members
and guests are $15. I will, unfortunately miss this event due
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to previous plans and will be out of the
country. Joe will be there to run a short
monthly business meeting and bring
everyone up to date on what is planned
and have some discussion on what YOU
want to see and do. We will continue to
have a transparent and active program but
need your inputs and suggestions.

Going forward we plan to have regularly
scheduled events, at least quarterly with
some drives as well. The of�icers will meet
to come up with a calendar of HCTC,
related clubs, regional and national events
so you can plan accordingly. We will
advertise these in the newsletter and the
club website calendar.

If you haven’t already made plans for the
2021 VTR National Convention
Registration from September 14-18, check
the website at www.triumphsokc.org/
vtr2021. Let’s have a strong turnout for
this event so close to home. At the end of
September 24-26 there is the Texas All
British Car Days (ABCD) in Round Rock. If
you haven’t been to one it is interesting
and fun with great events like a road rally,
car show, dinner, swag, etc. Sign up and
participate. If you can help do some of the
work that would be appreciated and will
help keep this event going.

If you have done anything fun with your car
such as a drive or a notable repair please
share this with the club through Dan. He
continues to edit a great newsletter and we
thank him for his continued service.
Finally — Drive your car(s). Nothing sells
the idea of a fun activity like seeing your
car zipping along and will always start a
conversation when you eventually stop.
We will work on designing some brochures
you can print from online that you can pass
on to a potential member and possibly a
new friend.

ATTENTION ALL HCTC MEMBERS
Summer Picnic & Fix-It Day
I want to thank HCTC members Nick and Julie Roccaforte as well as Robert and Pam MacKenzie for pu�ng this
together and hos�ng.
The HCTC Summer Picnic this year will be held on Saturday July 10th at Berry Springs Park 10am-2pm located at
1801 County Rd. 152 in Georgetown.
Julie was able to reserve the Tonkawa Pavilion at Berry Springs Park.
Lunch will be from Pok-e-Jo’s BBQ restaurant in Georgetown, and should be ready to serve at 11:30, and we need
to clean up and depart by 2 pm.
Glass containers or alcohol are NOT permi�ed, save it for the a�er party at AERO-SWINE Farms.
Lunch will consist of:
• 3 meats (brisket, turkey and sausage)
• 3 sides (potato salad, coleslaw and green bean casserole)
• drinks plus ice (tea, sweet tea and lemonade).
• pickle spears, ringed onions, sliced jalapenos, white and wheat bread.
• plas�c plates, cups and service ware.
• dessert will be a mixture of individual cups of either peach or cherry cobbler or banana pudding.
NOTE: It is very important that you respond to me no later than July 5th, if you plan on coming so we will be able to
let the restaurant know how much food to prepare.
This is club sponsored, and members’ and spouses’ meals are paid for. If you wish to bring other guests, the cost
per person is $15.

The A�er Party/Fix-it Day will be at AERO-SWINE Farms located at Robert and Pam’s place!
(There will be Bee’s so bring your epi-pens as needed)
550 Miller Hill Rd
Georgetown TX 78626-1973
Glass containers and alcohol ARE permi�ed.
Bring a lawn chair and some Triumph problem and we’ll figure it out.
PLEASE RSVP to me at don@dcphotos.com by July 5th.
Looking forward to seeing ALL Y’ALL

Don

Secretary’s
Report
June 2021
Mike McPhail

T

he Cork and Barrel Pub is a lovely
place to spend a summer evening, in
spite of the rather expensive ($10)
Guinness served in a plastic cup. VP John
Akins reserved a cozy pavilion in the
expansive outdoor area adjacent to the
posh main building. This spectacular
restaurant is wildly popular, even on
Tuesday night and utilizing the 130 toll
road, it was just 70 minutes from home. We
had our gala April meeting here, but I
missed it, unfortunately…I was “Way Out
West” in Marathon, Texas with some of the
“Triumph Outlaws” (Wiley Christal, Jim
Wells and Art Graves).
Long-time President Don Couch started the
meeting promptly at 7:30 by announcing
the much-anticipated June elections for
HCTC of�icers. Typically, the job of
President can’t be given away, but we
actually had a contender this year in the
person of Robert “Rip” Torn. A show of
hands was required to determine who
would take the helm for the next twelve
months. Rip garnered nods from eight out
of the fourteen members in attendance,
making him our new President. He gave a
rousing acceptance speech, followed by the

selection of Joe Payne as Vice-President. No
one offered to replace any of the other
of�icers, so Mike McPhail will continue as
Secretary, Dan Julien as Newsletter Editor,
Kyle Fagan as Webmaster, and Nel McPhail
as Membership Chairman.
A new position was created for Vice
President/Racing to be held by Robert
McKenzie. Look for an exciting Racing
Report each month in the Ragtop. It was
suggested that we return to our precovid19 breakfast meeting schedule. What
do you think?
Much thanks to Don Couch for his years of
faithful service to the HCTC, especially him
bringing the 2019 VTR convention to
Dripping Springs, and making it the huge
success that it was.
As one of Don’s last of�icial acts, he
reminded the membership of the
upcoming July picnic and �ix-it day in
Georgetown…details elsewhere in this
publication!

From the
Archives
Art Graves

T

he June elections reminded me of another surprise club election result, also involving
Don Couch. As I recall Don was a shoe-in for president, but then . . . . Read the
Motorhead Rant from the July 2, 2002 Ragtop for the details. The ‘Rant’ also gives an
insight into what the club was doing at the time.

Motorhead Rants
By Art Graves
What a surprising turn of events! Of course,
I'm referring to the June meeting of the Hill
Country Triumph Club and the annual
election of club of�icers. I fully expected to
keep the job of Ragtop editor since out of
all the club jobs, it requires the most work.
And who wants more work? But a cleverly
crafted backroom deal orchestrated by
Matt Baker and Don Couch got yours truly
elected as club president. So here I am
again — in the limelight.
When the dust settled, John Carl was
elected vice-president and Don Couch
agreed to take on the task of “Ragtop”
editor. I am very happy that John and Don
volunteered for these club position. I'm
sure they will discover that active
participation will increase the enjoyment
of owning a Triumph. Nel McPhail will
continue as club secretary and Earl
McGlothlin will continue guarding the club
�inances as treasurer.

I always say ‘change is good’, and I had
become quite comfortable as newsletter
editor. I especially enjoyed mailing the
newsletter. Not only did mailing mean the
job was complete for another month, but I
made the most of what should’ve be dull
work. You see, I took the newsletter copies,
labels, and stamps to my favorite bar and
enjoyed a beer or two while preparing the
newsletter for mailing. Those were the
good old days! But I think Don will do a
good job with the newsletter. He’ll
probably even use real publishing software
and clip art and stuff like that. I tried, but it
was too easy to just use MS Word. And Don
has artistic abilities – something I
de�initely don’t have!
Enough about club elections. What we
really want to do is either drive our
Triumphs or repair/maintain them so we
can drive them. As always there is plenty to
do. July 16 – 19 is the VTR National
Convention in Red Wing, Minnesota. That
sounds far away, but it is only (yeah, only)
a two days drive from Austin. The
convention is scheduled so that the drive to
and from the convention can be done on

weekends with the actual convention held
during the week.
Other national events are the Roadster
Factory Summer Party in Pennsylvania, the
VTR Southeast Region Convention in
Georgia and Triumphest in Nevada.
Granted these are long trips, but it can be
done as hundreds of Triumph owners have
proved.
Closer to home we'll be planning �ix-it days
and day trips. Please speak up if you have
an idea for a day trip or need some advice
or muscle to get your Triumph on the road.
Recently Herb Valliant coordinated a trip to
Wimberley and a tour of a glass blowing
factory. Charlie Stewart coordinated a trip
to San Antonio to see the start of The Great
Race. These were very "do-able" trips for
any car. Thank you again Herb and Charlie.

Later this year the Texas All British Car Day
in Round Rock and the Houston All British
Motor Vehicle Expo will give you a chance
to show your Triumph and not have to
drive all day to get there. Start planning
now!
Speaking of planning, our club has
committed to hosting the 2003 VTR South
Central Regional Convention. Bob Kramer
will coordinate the event with LOTS OF
HELP from the rest of the club. A meeting
will be held this month to begin planning
the event starting with the basics: when
and where. We are actually a bit behind in
planning the event. We should have already
picked a location and date. The time and
location of the �irst meeting is listed
elsewhere in the newsletter. Please plan on
attending and bring all your good ideas.

Maybe you can recognize some of the club members in this photo. The restaurant was Casita
Jorge’s Restaurante on Hancock Drive. We had a few mee�ngs there but then the service
deteriorated and they couldn’t keep track of individual checks. Sound familiar? There is a
different Mexican restaurant there now.

HCTC

Membership Survey
Joe Payne
Ac�on Requested by July 15th
Response can be given by:
•

Bring completed survey to the July 10th meeting, copies will be available on site.

•

Send completed survey by scanning and emailing to Joe Payne, VP of HCTC at
robjoepayne@yahoo.com

•

Call Joe Payne’s cell phone, 210.326.6673 and if I don’t answer leave your survey on
voicemail

Background: Traditionally before the Covid pandemic, the HCTC met twice a month with
an evening meeting on the second Tuesday of the month and breakfast meeting on the
second Saturday of the month. Now that things are beginning to return to normal we
wanted to seek the memberships input on meetings, activities and any suggestions that can
make the HCTC more enjoyable for its members.
Question 1. Monthly Schedule for meetings. Please select from the following options:
______ A. Return to the pre-Covid schedule of second Tuesday or Thursday (Social Happy
Hour) and second Saturday (Breakfast) of the month.
______B. Second Tuesday or Thursday evening (Social Happy Hour) of the month and 3rd
Saturday of the month (breakfast meeting).
Have just one meeting a month and select either C or D:
______C. Second Tuesday or Thursday evening of the month
______D. Second Saturday of the month, breakfast meeting
Which day do you prefer for weekday meetings?
______ Tuesday

______ Thursday

Question 2. What activities and how frequently should the HCTC participate in, and would
you participate in?
DRIVES:
______A. HCTC Sponsored Monthly Drives
______B. HCTC Sponsored drives every other month.
______C. Increased Joint drives with other car clubs (i.e.: ALFA & HCTC Joint Drive) with goal
of having a monthly drive between HCTC Sponsored drives and joint drives with other
clubs.
LOCAL CAR SHOWS AND EVENTS:
______A. HCTC Participation in local car events Monthly or __________?
______B. List local events in HCTC Newsletter and leave it to members to determine
participation.
______C. Should the HCTC participate in a charity event each year (IE: Cancer/Healthcare,
Social Cause) . Other clubs do and there are bene�its from increased public exposure of the
club and potential support from the vendors we use.
______Yes

______No

Comments:__________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Question 3. Please provide your suggestions for activities, events or any suggestions that will
improve the HCTC and the service that it provides for its members. Thank You

TRV Status
Jack Land

T

he Triumph
Recovery Vehicle
is starting to
come together. Bob
Torn and I just ran
plugs in the front and
back of the TRV that
will be used for
jumping vehicles that
need help getting
started. The TRV is
equipped with a 15’
jumper cable, that should reach any vehicle
anywhere.

The plugs will also be used for a 9000 lb
winch hitched mounted so the trailer hitch
can be used for multiple applications. The
wench has enough power to deal with a

triumph or any other vehicle.
The TRV is equipped with a 12v jack,
compressor, and lug nut tool. It will also be
equipped with the usual safety equipment,
like �ire extinguisher, safety cones, and tow
straps. Bailing wire will also be available
along with duct tape. There will be room
for spare parts, club donations will be
helpful, and room for an ice chest or two.

HILL COUNTRY TRIUMPH CLUB NAME BADGE
WHITE ON NAVY BLUE
LASER ENGRAVED
MAGNETIC BACKER
SIZE: 1 1/4" X 3 1/2"
$10.00 per badge, inc. tax
NAME ON BADGE #1: ___________________________________________________
NAME ON BADGE #2: ___________________________________________________
Please Print Legibly

Name: _______________________________________
Address: _____________________________________

Phone:___________________

City/State/Zip: _________________________________
Add $2.00 per badge if you want them mailed

(Please make checks out to me)
Send Checks to: Mike Schubert
18340 Masi Loop
Pflugerville, TX 78660
trebucs@sbcglobal.net
512-252-3767

10/14/2018

Classifieds
We have �inished the restoration of
the TR3A we have owned for about 44
years. After all those years of
gathering parts and parts cars, we
now have many parts and pieces left. I
am wanting to give these to either an
individual or a business that will be
able to use them to keep some of
these cars going. I don’t mind if they
are sold by a business or used by an
individual – I just want them to be
used and not stored in my garage.
I have 2 nose caps, a pair of doors, a
boot lid , maybe a convertible top
frame and some engine parts.
I live in Lockhart and can deliver the
parts.
Bill Duran, 512-227-6067 (cell)
***

TR6 Air Filter Components
$40.00 Raymond Brown 240472-7200
Tachometer RPM, Original Gauge
Smith, RN2414/00AS OEM. Fit all
TR-6 1972-1976
$80.00 Ray Brown 240-472-7200

Stromberg 175 CD carburetor
set. $80.00. Raymond Brown
240-472-7200
Picnic blanket with snap on vinyl
cover. Size 58 X 70 inches. New
$30.00
Ray Brown 240-472-7200
***
Wanted: TR 6 jack and handle.
Joe Payne 210-326-6673
robjoepayne@yahoo.com

***
Visor assembly with mounts
(both sides), ignition switch
cover, trunk light, misc. items.
Text Jim @ 254-563-9141

Used seats from a ‘75 TR6.
Headrests are functional and
stay up as desired. Asking
$240.00 (Photos right.)
Text Jim @ 254-563-9141

Used and new TR6 parts for
sale. For full listing, contact info,
and pictures, click here.
***

Triumph TR6 '69-72 Intake
Manifold Stanpart V3108, used, as
is. Great condition. Price plus
shipping or pick up in central
Texas $110

SU HS2 Carbs. For Sale a pair of
SUHS2 carbs with chrome air
�ilters. Condition excellent. New
jets, needles, �loat needles and jets.
PRICE $175.00. Contact Olivio
316-200-3068 phone or text.

Many more parts for sale and
prices negotiable. See the catalog
PDF or look at https://
www.triumphexp.com/forum/
buy-sell-and-trade-forum.5/

***

Contact Rip at 512 845 2944 or
rtorn09@gmail.com

Free to a good home:
2 TR4 Front Overriders
2 TR4 Front Bumper Brackets
1 TR4 Rear Bumper
All are serviceable but by no
means pristine. There are
scratches and scuffs and dings.
Located in Lago Vista, TX
Rod Hamilton
(714)420-6996
Orders@hamiltonguitars.net

TR6 Stanpart Coventry Radiator.
Price: $150 obo. Came out of a
1969 TR6. Replaced when the
parts were upgraded. No leaking
and holds pressure. Price plus
shipping approx $60

4 Speed Transmission from
1969 TR6. Approx 80000 miles.
Price: $500 obo. Looks clean and
the gears appear in good
condition. I can get it inspected by
a noted local mechanic at your
expense. Sold as-is. Pm me with
questions, please. Shipping extra.

Hill Country Triumph Club Advertising Rates
Member ads for Triumph cars or parts are free and will run for two issues.
These ads may be renewed as necessary two times, for a total of six issues.
Ads or �lyers for other club’s events are free and will run for two issues.
Ads for commercial items or services will be charged the following rates:
Business Card ad: $5:00 per issue
Quarter page ad: $10.00 per issue
Half page ad: $15.00 per issue
Full-page ad: $25.00 per issue
These ads must be prepaid and can be scheduled for as long as desired, minimum of six issues. Long term ad
runs must be prepaid at the time of scheduling. All ads must include artwork.
Artwork should be submitted to Dan Julien at dan.julien@gmail.com
Fees should be sent to:
HILL COUNTRY TRIUMPH CLUB

Attn: Mike Schubert
18340 Masi Loop
P�lugerville, TX 78660

Pay Your Dues!!!!!!!
Please check the latest spreadsheet sent out by Nel. If it says Jul-21 in the dues column your dues are
overdue now. Any delinquent member who hasn’t paid will be dropped from the roster.
Cost is $15 per year per family. If you don’t wish to renew, please notify Nel.
Mail your check (payable to Hill Country Triumph Club or HCTC) to:

Nel McPhail
1105 N Canyonwood Dr
Dripping Springs, TX 78620
(512) 656-1456
nmcphail@austin.rr.com

Membership Application
Name:__________________________________________________________
Address:________________________________________________________
City/State:___________________________________ Zip:________________
Home Phone:____________________________________________________
Work Phone:____________________________________________________
Email address:_____________________________________________________________________________
Car Make:__________________ Model:_________________ Year:___________ Color:__________________
Car Make:__________________ Model:_________________ Year:___________ Color:__________________
How on earth did you hear about the Hill Country Triumph Club?
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Please mail your application and $15 check payable to HCTC to:
Nel McPhail, 1105 North Canyonwood Dr, Dripping Springs, TX 78620

HCTC Officers
President — Rip Torn
rtorn09@gmail.com

Secretary — Jim Wells

Vice-President — Joe Payne
robjoepayne@yahoo.com

Membership — Nel Mcphail
512-656-1456
membership@hillcountrytriumphclub.org

Webmaster — Kyle Fagan
webmaster@hillcountrytriumphclub.org

Ragtop Editor — Dan Julien
512-451-3102
editor@hillcountrytriumphclub.org

Treasurer — Mike Schubert
trebucs43@gmail.com

Social Media — open

Back issues of The Ragtop are available on our website:
h�p://www.hillcountrytriumphclub.org

Become a VTR Member
The Vintage Triumph Register has its benefits. A national club of Triumph
enthusiasts spanning the globe needs you as a member. Affiliate club
membership is not an automatic membership to VTR. Some of the benefits:
The Vintage Triumph Magazine – Our award-winning bi-monthly color publication
2020 VTR National Convention in Galena, Illinois
Access to a large number of local clubs
Website with reference material and members-only sections
Record Trace Certificates TR2/TR3/TR3A/TR3B. Factory trace documents on other
Triumph models no longer available
Clothing, regalia, exclusive items
Specific vehicle consultants and experts
Sign up at https://vintagetriumphregister.org

The Hill Country Triumph Club, the 50th Chapter of
the Vintage Triumph Register (VTR), was founded
in 1990 to bring together the owners of Triumph
automobiles in the Central Texas area surrounding
Austin. In 1991, the membership decided to include
other British car fans as associates due to lack of
other clubs in our area that represent some of the
other marques. As owners and lovers of our unique
types of cars, we have a special kinship, which
draws us together. Membership is open to anyone
who is a British car enthusiast, with or without a
car.
Annual dues are just $15.00 per family group or
address per year. We have dinner meetings on the
2nd Tuesday of each month, breakfast meetings on
the 2nd Saturday, and at least one other event each
month. We encourage you to join and support us,
even if you don’t drive your car regularly. We also
offer technical assistance if needed. One goal of the
club is to help its members keep their cars on the
road. Please call one of the club of�icers listed in the
newsletter for more information about club
bene�its and spread the word about our club to
others.

The Hill Country Club is a local chapter of the
Vintage Triumph Register (VTR)/Triumph Sports
Owners Association, which is open to all drivers of
Triumph motorcars; a chapter of the Triumph
Register of America, exclusively for TR2 through
TR4A sports cars; and a chapter of the 6-PACK,
dedicated to the enjoyment, preservation, and
restoration of the Triumph TR250 and TR6 sports
cars. Membership in these national organizations is
encouraged. Visit their websites at www.vtr.org,
triumphregister.com, and 6-pack.org.
The Ragtop is published monthly by the Hill
Country Triumph Club. Material within may be
freely reproduced providing Ragtop and the
authors are credited. Any and all newsletter
contributions are welcome. Deadline for
submissions is the end of each month. Submissions
may be emailed to
editor@hillcountrytriumphclub.org. Car related
classi�ied ads are free to members and will run for
three months unless otherwise instructed. Contact
editor for other ads.

Upcoming Events
Next date TBD — Cars & Coffee. Circuit of
the Americas. Info here.
July 10, 2021 — HCTC Meeting. Combined
with Summer Party. See below and p. 4 for
details.
July 17,2021 — SA Jag Club Luckenbach
Rally (Resched) 11:00 AM – 12:10 PM
Rudy's Country Store and BBQ in Leon
Springs. Registration begins at 11AM, $20
per car. http://www.sajaguarclub.info/
uploads/3/4/4/4/34446021/
luckenbachrallye�lyer-2021052221.doc.pdf
Aug 12, 2021 — HCTC Meeting. TBD. (Also
possible breakfast meeting.) Stay tuned for
details.
Sept 14-18, 2021 — VTR 2021 Nationals,
Edmond OK. www.triumphsokc.org/
vtr2021

September 24-26, 2021 — Texas All
British Car Days. Round Rock, TX.
www.txabcd.org.
October 7 – 9, 2021 — Brits in the
Ozarks All-British Car & Cycle Show
Fayetteville, Arkansas http://
www.britishironnwa.org/show.html
Oct 14-17, 2021 — Triumphest 2021
Flagstaff, Arizona. http://
www.triumphest.com/wp-content/
uploads/2021/Registration2021.pdf
Last Sunday of every month — Cars &
Coffee. Dreamland Dripping Springs 2770
W Hwy 290 Dripping Springs, TX 78620
Third Saturday of every month — Pistons
on the Square. 8-10 AM on the Courthouse
Square, Georgetown, TX.

Next Meeting
Next meeting:
Saturday, July 10, 2020, 10:00 AM
HCTC Summer Picnic and Fix-It Day
Picnic at Tonkawa Pavilion, Berry Springs Park
Georgetown, TX
After-Party at 550 Miller Hill Rd
Georgetown, TX
See page 4 for more details.

