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Springtime is in the air including bluebonnets, pollen,
thunderstorms, tree limbs, etc. What a month so far!
As nature is waking up again after the passing of win-

ter, so some of our cars are rejuvenating for the upcoming
year, at least with our outside help. The club has more
drives planned, car shows, car races, and socializing for
2023. Mike McPhail has led some great drives and this past
month was no exception— down to Leakey and the Hill
Country. We memorialized Sir John Black’s birthday. April
has the VTR Regional in Sugarland nearby so sign up for
that. Other car shows are nearby that you can participate in
as well, so check the calendar.

Your club is continuing to improve due to the hard work of
fellow members for better communications. Kim Vazquez is
managing our Facebook and Instagram pages, JimmyWhite
running the website and our own Dan Julien editing the
award winning Ragtop newsletter. Nel is taking care of our
membership and Gary is managing our club �inances.
Jacques and KimWelter have stepped into the marketing
role for the club. JimWells is tracking our administrative
work and Joe is looking good on behalf of all of us. Seri-
ously Joe is �illing in the leadership when I am not available
as well as closely working with Mike for the Tx All British
Car Days success. That said, in June is the annual elections
for of�icers and there will be some leaders stepping down
and we will need YOUR help to replace them. There are
four elected positions for the club and the others are ap-
pointed roles Please consider how you can help your club
continue its growing success. More details to follow.

I will be missing the March meeting but know it will be a
good time. Get your cars out there and drive them around!
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Secretary’s
Report

February 2023
Jim Wells

February is considered by many to be
the month of love, thanks to Valen-
tine’s Day. And while there may be

speculation as to the origin of Valentine’s
Day, people all around the world still cele-
brate February 14th, showering their sweet-
hearts with expressions of their affection.
Here in the Hill Country, Triumph devotees
love to express their af�inity for these
British roadsters by driving them or hang-
ing out with like-minded Triumph enthusi-
asts. And that is exactly what a few of us
did, albeit two days early, on the 10th of

February in
honor of Sir
John Black’s
birthday-or
as Mike
McPhail re-
ferred to it
as “Black
Friday”!

Six of us met
at the cell-
phone lot
adjacent to

Austin-Bergstrom Airport. Our club’s
Events Coordinator, Mike McPhail, planned
a drive that took us to the eastern side of
the Hill Country, rather more like Gently-
rolling Hill Country, passing through small
townships with interesting histories.
Rockne was one of those towns within Bas-
trop County and just 45 minutes from
Austin. The six of us took the tour and
learned that this little town got its current
name from the early twentieth century col-
lege football hall-of-fame coach Knute
Rockne. Putting it to a vote in 1931, the



students of The Sacred Heart School for
Children voted to name it after the famous
head coach of the Fighting Irish who has
recently passed away. It’s been Rockne

ever since! Just
goes to show
some of us “old
dogs” can still
learn a few
things, even on a
chilly Friday
morning drive.
The drive contin-
ued on through
Smithville, Win-
chester, Serbin,
and eventually
arriving in Paige,
TX where we
stopped for lunch
at the local’s fa-
vorite restaurant,
the Roadhouse.

The food was great and the prices were
reasonable. Following a group photo op,
most of the group headed for home. After

dropping Malcolm off at his car, Mike and I
proceeded to do some more TXABCD re-
search at Live Oak Brewery. Soon after we
arrived, we ran into the owner and HCTC
member Chip McElroy. Before we knew it,
Chip was giving us the unof�icial tour of the
outdoor
grounds
where fu-
ture
events at
Live Oak
could
possibly
take
place. The
continua-
tion of
that
progress
will have
to wait
for an-
other day. The day turned into night and
the already-chilly temperature continued
to drop so Mike and I parted ways for
home. A �ine way to honor Sir John Black.
Hope to see more attendees next year.

Saturday’s club meeting at Waterloo Ice-
house was well-attended with 13 members
and beginning a little after 10:00 AM with
“welcomes and introductions” by Club Vice
President-Joe Payne. Typical club business
was discussed, to include upcoming events
such as the Luckenbach Rallye that was
postponed for March 18th. VTR Regionals
in Sugarland, TX will be coming soon in



mid-April. Other topics of discussion for
car events and our busiest time of the year
will begin in late summer and the fall with
Triumphfest, Brits in the Ozarks, VTR Na-
tionals, and our very-own TX All British Car
Days. Of great interest and urgency will be
where and when the club will be hosting
this year’s TXABCD. Continue to look for
updates in future editions of the Ragtop
and our Facebook page. JimmyWhite and
Kim Vazquez reported on our social media
presence and discussed various ways to
stay updated with technology and improve
HCTC social communication. The club’s
current membership is 112 members.
Gary Payne, our club treasurer was unable
to attend the meeting so our Vice Presi-
dent, Joe Payne reported that HCTC is
solidly in the black. Lastly, the Club’s an-
nual of�icer elections and summer picnic
will be coming up the second Saturday in
June so be sure to mark your calendars to
be in attendance. If you have not yet
served as a club of�icer or it has been a
while since you have, you may want to con-
sider running this next year as there is ex-

pected to be a few vacancies. As with the
upcoming TXABCD, continue to look for
updates in future editions of the Ragtop
and our Facebook page for election details.

Lastly, our Tuesday night social happened
to fall on Valentine’s Day so I hope you
brought your sweetheart along. I was not
there but I heard the usual crowd was in
attendance at our old stomping grounds,
The Tavern, located at 12th and N Lamar
Blvd. If you have never been there, you
should de�initely go this month (March
14th). The Tavern has a very nostalgic feel
that seems to take one back to yesteryear
when life seemed a bit less hectic and the
conversation to be all things Triumph. I’m
sure the chit-chat that night was lively as it
always is but you’ll have to come yourself
to �ind out. There’s not too many things
that compare to a late-night, top-down
drive home on the back roads with the
sound of the wind and humming of your
roadster harmonizing. Hope to see you all
there and be sure to drive your Triumph
while the weather is agreeable.

March club meetings will start with our
Saturday club meeting at the Waterloo Ice
House followed by Tuesday’s social gather-
ing at the Tavern. Look for times and loca-
tions in this edition of the Ragtop. See you
all soon.

Until then…

Tara

Jim Wells



This secretary report appeared in the November 2008 issue of ‘The Ragtop’. For several
years Bob Skewis and Bill Waller drove their Triumphs to Dallas for the State Fair and
Texas-OU football game. The 2008 trip is related here as well as several other events of

interest.

From the
Archives

Art Graves

Bob’s Your Uncle
Bob Skewis

Our “Southern” meeting at Poke-E-Joe’s in
Brodie Oaks Center came at a risky
weather time. Despite a light drizzle and a
threat of more, we had seven Triumphs in
the parking lot. As usual, the president
started the show right on time and since
yours truly was a little late, I scrambled to
get the attendance list going around.

Bill Waller and I started off with a report
on our annual trip to the State Fair show
sponsored by the Jaguar Driver's Club of
North Texas. This show is always on the
premier weekend of the Fair, the weekend
of the Texas — Oklahoma football game.
Since the game started at 11:00 in the
morning and we had to be on the grounds
at 7:30, Bill and I had to leave Austin in the
dark at 3:45 am. This is not all bad, as the
air was cool and the traf�ic light for the 3 ½
hour trip. We would have made it on time
too, if it weren’t for that pesky alternator
belt on Bill's Spit�ire.

Dim lights followed by a dead engine be-
side the road. We were able to tighten the

belt and jump start him and get going
again. We pulled into the Fair a little late,
but they knew we were coming and waited
for us. Let this be a lesson to all of you— it
pays to pre-register! The day was great, UT
won the game, we got in free to the Fair,
were able to take our own drinks and food .
. . what more could you want? My 250
brought home a second place in the Tri-
umph class. Leaving the fair at 6:00 and ar-
riving home at 10:30 after a long day . . .
priceless!

Mike McPhail was displaying a new shirt
from the Brits on the Gruene show in
Gruene, Texas on the previous Sunday. This
was a new show this year, sponsored by the
San Antonio MG Club. Apparently, a nice
venue and good turnout for a �irst time,
maybe we should all go next year!

Steve yielded the �loor to Bob Kramer, who
gave us a little history on the Vintage Tri-
umph Regionals hosted by the HCTC over
the years. We have done some great work
in the past and this puts a little pressure on
us to do it again. The venue in Marble Falls
will be a once in a lifetime deal, as it is a
new La Quinta that will be totally �illed
with Triumph cars and enthusiasts —we



will have it all to ourselves! This is happen-
ing in the middle of Bluebonnet season and
will probably have nice, cool weather to
make the winding Texas Hill Country roads
even better.

Steve announced the November 15th drive
to our host hotel for the purpose of every-
one getting a �irst-hand look at the venue
and taking a group picture in front of the
hotel to post on the website information
page. Please see the information elsewhere
in the Ragtop. Everyone in the club— and
this means all the non-regulars too—
should be participating in the Regional
next year. It is really a lot of fun and cars in
all states of repair are welcome!

We were blessed by having a couple of true
Brits attend our meeting. Ian and Elaine
Phillips, parents of Glenn Phillips were vis-

iting from their retirement home in Spain.
Ian brought Glenn’s TR6 and had some
questions about over-heating problems. He
got plenty of help in the parking lot after
the meeting.

The Phillips also kept us interested with
stories and pictures of their TR6 and life in
small town Spain. Too bad Glenn had to
work that evening, but thanks for sending
your parents —we enjoyed having them!
Thanks also to those that took a chance on
the weather and brought their Triumphs:
Sam Dixon, Dan Julien, Mike and Lucy, Bill
Waller, Ian and Elaine Phillips, Don Couch
and Willis Thorstadt.

HCTC March
Driving Event

Saturday, March 18
San Antonio Jaguar Club 34th Annual Luckenbach Rally
Meet at the McDonalds in Dripping Springs for a 9:30 departure. We will caravan to the La Ha-
cienda Mexican Restaurant near Leon Springs arriving at 11:00 for registra�on and lunch.

Saturday, March 18, 2023 - SAJC's 34th Annual Rallye to Luckenbach will be held,
with a rain date one week later on March 25th, if needed. Starting point will be at La
Hacienda Scenic Loop on Boerne Stage Rd in northwest Bexar County. Registration
will begin at 11AM on the patio. Starting time of the Rallye will be 12:30PM. It will be a
100 mile, 3 hour time, speed, and distance tour of the Hill Country, ending in Lucken-
bach. More information can be found at the flyer viewable at this link.

https://www.sajaguarclub.info/uploads/3/4/4/4/34446021/luckenbachrallyeflyer-2023-010323.pdf


Triumph Hazard
Warning Switch

Kit from Retronics Ltd.
Rod Hamilton

After falling into the internet tech
wormhole, I found myself searching
for a hazard warning switch kit that

actually works. I had a Lucas SBF300 unit
for some time. I modi�ied it with an ad-
justable �lasher so it would work (well,
sometimes) with the LED light bulbs at the
corners of my TR4.

Last month I came across Retronics Ltd., a
UK based company that makes a solid-state
hazard warning �lasher for both positive
and negative ground cars. After a couple of
emails with Managing Director Andy Win-
ters, I purchased part number RHLM, Haz-
ard Warning Kit. Cost was 49 pounds plus
post from the UK (the exchange rate is
pretty good right now). The kit was
shipped immediately, and within a week
the box was on my doorstep. Of course, the
FedEx driver ran the box over and the box

was completely �lat. After contacting
FedEx, they said the driver did make note
that he ran over the box before delivering it
(yet still delivered it?). After a quick email
with Andy another kit was on the way.

The Instructions are easy to read and the
installation was pretty easy. First off, solder
bullet connectors to wires of the new
�lasher (3 bullets come with the kit). Then
install double bullet snap connectors (not
included) to replace the single bullet snap
connectors for the turn signals and turn
signal indicator light. Plug the bullets into
the respective connectors. If you don’t have
bullet connectors, some plastic piggyback
splice connectors are included. After that
connect power and ground. If you don’t
have an available fused power source it will
require adding an inline fuse or two (the
instructions recommend two, I only added

Retronics switch kit Retronics vs. Lucas



one fuse).

The hazard light switch has a small red
LED that lights up when the switch is
pulled out, but it does not blink with the
hazard lights. The turn signal indicator
light �lashes so you won’t forget that the
unit is on.

Probably, the most dif�icult part of the in-
stallation was getting out from under the
dash when I was done. The whole assembly
is easily tucked into the driver side kick
panel.

A place for the switch is something that has
to be worked out as there aren’t many
spare holes in our cars for extra switches. I
made a small switch panel under the dash
where I have the cigar lighter, engine fan

switch and now
the hazard light
switch.

Overall, I’m
pleased with the
ease of installa-
tion. The unit
works great. I ac-
tually sat out in
the garage turning
it off and on for a
½ hour. My old
Lucas SBF300
Hazard Switch
was always hit or

miss, sometimes it would come on, occa-
sionally it would blink, on rare occasions it
would blink several times.

On our older cars that don’t have Hazard
Lights, adding this kit is a really a good
idea. If you have a TR6 with non-working
hazard �lashers, I’m sure the Retronics kit
could be adapted to work with the existing
dash switch.

Retronics also makes an intermittent wiper
control… maybe something I’ll think about
for the future.

You can �ind Retronics products here: http-
s://retronicsonline.com/

Tucked away
Hazard switch

Turn switch bullet connec�on Hazard switch double bullet connec�on

https://retronicsonline.com/
https://retronicsonline.com/


Black’s Birthday Drive
Bob Skewis

Pam Owens and I have done the Febru-
ary 10th drive for the past four years
to Luckenbach. Why should this year

be different? Well, it turned out a little dif-
ferent. We invited Bill and Annette Waller
to come to Dripping Springs and make the
drive with us. Our meeting place was the
Visitors Center and as I drove down Mercer
Street I noticed a parked carmine red TR4.
Had to be one of our people, right? I went
in the nearest store and found HCTC mem-
bers Al and Robin Falconer. After I made a
quick invitation to join us they said they
would go as far as Blanco.

Before you know it, we had a caravan going
and set our sights on the Redbud Café on
the Blanco square. We ordered up lunch

and a couple of beers and got to know Al
and Robin, who are spending most of their
spare time raising twin boys. After an
obligatory photo on the square and a visit
to Herb’s Hat Shop, we parted ways. The
old, familiar back road to Luckenbach was
fun as always and we rolled in to �ind a
large group at the Post Of�ice bar. We had a
beer while we waited for the back room to
clear a little and settled in to listen to a cir-
cle of pickers trade songs. This is always
the favorite part of our trip, listening to
and interacting with the entertainers. After
an hour or so of picking and grinning and
we were back on the back road home. Ev-
eryone got home safe with no breakdowns.
I call that a good day. We’ll be back next
year, Hondo! Keep a seat warm for us.
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Long-time TTR member Jim Farrell passed away on
February 7, 2023, following a valiant fight with cancer
for several years. The online published review of his
life and accomplishments in multiple dimensions can be
found here.

Jim and his wife Melissa were longtime Triumph
enthusiasts, initially purchasing a 1968 Triumph TR250
in Pascagoula, MS, in the early ‘70s, and a project TR3B
in 1974. After moving to Houston in 1979, they bought
the first of three Stags in 1984, and joined TTR in the
late 1980s.

Jim and Melissa’s long history of contributions to TTR
and participation in the Triumph events at local,
regional, and National levels is noteworthy and the
following is a brief compilation.

• 1988 – Wild Turkey Rallye – First printed mention
of the Farrells in the Bluebonnet. Mike Hado, Club
Historian, attributes the 1987 Bluebonnet Stag
Cover Drawing to be the Farrell Stag.

• AutoRama - Worked to complete AutoRama display
in 1990, and provided rent-free storage for the
display for 30 years, saving the club thousands of
dollars.

• Monthly meeting hosts - (usually October) every
year from 1998 – 2009 at their Galveston beach
house.

• VTR Regional Events – participated in many VTR
Regional Events from 1998 winning Concours 2nd

place twice with the 1972 Stag, and Best of Show
in 2003 with the restored TR3B.

• VTR National Events – participated in six VTR
National Events between 2002 and 2019 winning
three 1st Place Concours awards and two
Preservation Awards with the TR3B, and the Ken
Richardson Challenge Trophy in 2006 and again in
2010.

2019 - AutoRama

Bluebonnet Newsletter - 1987 - Stag sketch

Remembering Jim Farrell

Editor’s Note: This article from the Bluebonnet, the newsletter of the Texas Triumph Regis-
ter in Houston, was written by editor John Hanten and is reproduced with permission.
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• Other events – regular participants in other car
shows including Keels & Wheels, Houston All British
Car Day shows, and Texas All British Car Day
Events, as well as TTR club driving events over the
years.

TTR President’s Award - in 2002, Jim & Melissa
Farrell received the TTR President’s Trophy Award.

The abridged citation by TTR President Jeff Harris:

“Congratulations to the recipients of the Texas
Triumph Register's President's Trophy for 2002,
Melissa and Jim Farrell! The President's Trophy is
awarded to the person or couple who best demonstrate
by their actions the friendly spirit of TTR. “

2003 Regionals - Best of Show

2002 - President’s Award Winners

2006 VTR Nationals - Ken Richardson Award

Remembering Jim Farrell

2006 - July monthly meeting
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2010 - VTR Nationals

2020 - Round Top Fun Run

2019- TTR Christmas Party

2012 - VTR Nationals - Galveston, TX

Summary - Amazing….fifty years of Triumph car own-
ership, driving, and restoration, and thirty-five years
of numerous achievements and contributions to TTR
in many areas! Note - TTR has made a cash donation
to Special Pals of Houston which is one of Jim’s family’s
preferred charities.

Remembering Jim Farrell



34thANNUALSANANTONIO JAGUARCLUB
RALLYE TOLUCKENBACH

NOTE REVISED DATE: Saturday, March 18, 2023 (rain date – March 25th)

Meeting Place/Start Point: LA HACIENDA SCENIC LOOP RESTAURANT
25615 Boerne Stage Road
San Antonio, TX

IMPORTANT INFO Registration: 11:00 AM – 12:15 PM
MANDATORY Drivers Meeting 12:15 PM
Registration Fee: $20.00 per vehicle
First Car Out: 12:31 AM
START POINT: La Hacienda north parking area

� This is a JCNA sanctioned time, speed, distance event…..NOT A RACE!!!!!!
� Rallye will total under 100 miles and three (3) hours, ending in Luckenbach, Texas.
� Trophies for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place will be awarded to drivers and navigators AND our

Famous “Stray Cat” prize for the last driver to arrive in Luckenbach.
� The Rallye route is on paved roads, some very narrow with cattle guards and loose

livestock. Please be careful and use caution in these areas.
� NO DRINKING AND DRIVING;
� There will be breaks during the rally, and no fuel will be available at checkpoints.
� JCNA rules will be used for scoring and ties will be permitted for JCNA results.
� Bring a watch, digital watch or stop watch and pencil.
� Call SAJC rallymaster Brian Blackwell at below numbers if you suspect bad weather

on the morning of the rallye and do not have internet access. Or check the event
calendar on www.sajaguarclub.info

�
� Questions? Call Brian Blackwell at (210) 255-0361 Cell

o or email blackwbg@gmail.com
o

SEE Y’ALL AT THE START, AND HOPEFULLY LUCKENBACH!!!!!
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Texas Triumph Register invites you to 2023 Regionals

The Texas Triumph Register is pleased to extend this advance invitation to
all of you to the 2023 VTR South Central Regionals to be held April 19-22 in
Sugar Land, Texas. The theme will be a 70th Anniversary Celebration of the
introduction of the TR2. Our host hotel, the Sugar Land Hilton Garden Inn,
is centrally located very near to all the driving event venues and provides
spacious meeting and dining room capacity for all of the onsite activities.
The Farm Roads of west Harris and Ft Bend Counties offer plenty of non-
freeway driving opportunities on which to enjoy unique sights and attractions
while taking your Triumph on one or more of the planned driving tours.

For Registration and Event information please visit our website at
VTR South Central Regionals 2023 | Texas Triumph (texastriumphregister.org)
for direct links to register and make hotel reservations. The Hilton Garden
Inn has a limited number of rooms reserved for us for $89 per room per
night, including a free breakfast.
(If booking by phone the discount code is SCVTR)

As your club begins planning for next year, we hope you will put the South
Central VTR Regionals on your schedule and make preparations to attend.

For general information contact Hal Sharp, TTR President and Regionals
Chairperson – 832-423-7138

For registration specific information contact Mike Rouse, Regionals
Registration Chairperson – 281-554-4878

We are looking forward to seeing you in Sugar Land in April 2023.

Best regards,

Hal Sharp
TTR President and 2023 VTR South Central Regionals Chairperson

2023 South Central VTR Regionals Information





Used seats from a ‘75 TR6.
Headrests are functional and
stay up as desired. Asking
$240.00
Text Jim @ 254-563-9141

Classifieds
We have �inished the restoration of
the TR3A we have owned for
about 44 years. After all those
years of gathering parts and parts
cars, we now have many parts and
pieces left. I am wanting to give
these to either an individual or a
business that will be able to use
them to keep some of these cars
going. I don’t mind if they are sold
by a business or used by an
individual – I just want them to be
used and not stored in my garage.
I have 2 nose caps, a pair of doors,
a boot lid , maybe a convertible top
frame and some engine parts.
I live in Lockhart and can deliver
the parts.
Bill Duran, 512-227-6067 (cell)

***
Looking for a Triumph Stag
Hardtop please contact me if
you have one for sale. Thanks!
Joe Payne 210-326-6673
robjoepayne@yahoo.com

* * *
Used and new TR6 parts for
sale. For full listing, contact info,
and pictures, click here.

* * *
I undertake repairs to all British
and European classic cars. If your
car does not start or needs tuning I
can perform on any carburetor in-
cluding Keihin or Mikunis. Call or
text Olivio 316 200 3068. Member
HCTC and Vintage Triumph Regis-
ter. Thanks.

* * *
Visor assembly with mounts
(both sides), ignition switch
cover, trunk light, misc. items.
Text Jim @ 254-563-9141

TR4A Parts. Various parts left
frommy rebuild several years
ago. Grill is $50. It does need a
repair as pictured. As to the
other parts just call and give me
a offer. 214-587-5390.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1o-V0u_nERVvd5mGJ2utTpdotNJnG5v3D/view?usp=sharing


Triumph TR6 '69-72 Intake
Manifold Stanpart V3108, used, as
is. Great condition. Price plus
shipping or pick up in central
Texas $110

Many more parts for sale and
prices negotiable. See the catalog
PDF or look at https://
www.triumphexp.com/forum/
buy-sell-and-trade-forum.5/
Contact Rip at 512 845 2944 or
rtorn09@gmail.com

New Spit�ire Seat Covers Set
for sale. This is a set of brand
new seat covers made in Eng-
land. Color beige Price $350.00.
If you buy a new set it would
cost over $500.00.

Please call or text 316 200
3068.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/18vQMq4nEi1vC6ZsMM_NzLK9Nu_FGR53e/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1o-V0u_nERVvd5mGJ2utTpdotNJnG5v3D/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1o-V0u_nERVvd5mGJ2utTpdotNJnG5v3D/view?usp=sharing
https://www.triumphexp.com/forum/buy-sell-and-trade-forum.5/
https://www.triumphexp.com/forum/buy-sell-and-trade-forum.5/
https://www.triumphexp.com/forum/buy-sell-and-trade-forum.5/


For Sale: 1972 Spitfire IV (California car)
Full engine rebuild (1300cc)
New installed Weber carb

Installed new/refurbished overdrive gearbox
New top cover

New wheels and tires
New trunk kit

Passed Texas Vehicle Inspection report (safety inspection)
VIN: FK25411L
Price: $10,000

Call: Martyn Humphries 512-289-3998
Email: martyn.humphries@a�.net



FOR SALE: 1959 MGA 1500 Roadster
Many of you knew Phil Auldridge who passed away in May from a long battle with cancer.
I’m helping his wife Dorothee find a new home for Phil’s MGA, which he described as his

most treasured car ever.

The car is in really superb condition, red with a tan leather interior, tan canvas top &
tonneau, rebuilt engine and 5 chrome wire wheels fitted with Vredsteins. It recently took 2nd

in class at the Texas All British Car Day show, and was featured in several articles published
on the web:

https://www.austinmotorscene.com/mga-roadster-britains-best-ever-sports-car/
https://www.austinmotorscene.com/the-8-best-cars-ive-owned/

https://petrolicious.com/articles/life-long-memory-of-mga-becomes-reality

These links include details on the car’s history and lots of photos. Dorothee is looking to get
$25,500 or best offer. Contact me for more information. Dean Mericas, 512.750.2271,

dmericas@gmail.com

https://www.austinmotorscene.com/mga-roadster-britains-best-ever-sports-car/
https://www.austinmotorscene.com/mga-roadster-britains-best-ever-sports-car/
https://www.austinmotorscene.com/mga-roadster-britains-best-ever-sports-car/
mailto:dmericas@gmail.com


1977 Triumph Spitfire 1500 - ALL ORIGINAL $7500
43,500 original miles

Overdrive 4 speed transmission
Aztec Yellow

Original paint, interior, seats, etc.
Car is in good running condition
Newmuffler and pipe Jan 2022

New Kenwood KDC-400U CD player, USB, Aux and iPod inputs
4 speakers (6 x 9 in rear)

Recent rear brakes, transmission flush and fill, fan clutch, rebuilt carb, spark plugs

JimmyWhite 512.638.6598



1975 Triumph Spitfire parts car $500
Will sell all car or any parts

Includes good body parts, engine, 2 transmissions, etc.

No wheels or tires

No title

Let me know what part you need!

JimmyWhite 512.638.6598



For Sale: 1967 Spitfire Mk3
1300cc, right hand drive. 36,570 actual miles. Excellent restoration candidate. Rebuilt short
block installed in 1986 at 34,300 miles. In storage from 1989 until 2013. Brought out of

storage in 2013, new brakes, engine accessories, fuel tank. Runs good.

Asking $5,000.

Contact Dave Griffith at 512.698.9203 or davegrifmk3@gmail.com



VTR works to maximize the enjoyment all of us have when driving a
Triumph and emphasizes camaraderie and social interaction among
Triumph owners. As the only North American organization which rec-
ognizes each and every Triumph model, we hope you’ll want to join
us as we strive to achieve these goals.

We also hope you’ll attend either the National or regional gatherings
of VTR members. These conventions are always fun for attendees,
and joining a VTR chapter will introduce you to others in your area
who share your passion for Triumphs. Car shows, rallies, autocrosses,
tours, vintage racing, and social gatherings are a regular part of the
VTR scene. The HCTC is a VTR Chapter, but we urge you to also join
the VTR as an individual.

Won’t you join us? https://vintagetriumphregister.org/

Your dues provide the following:

• our award winning, bi-monthly, color-cover magazine, The Vin-
tage Triumph

• free classified advertising in the magazine

• technical assistance from our vehicle consultants

• VTR membership card and windshield decal

Why should I
join theVTR?

https://vintagetriumphregister.org/


Hill Country Triumph Club Advertising Rates
Member ads for Triumph cars or parts are free and will run for two issues.
These ads may be renewed as necessary two times, for a total of six issues.

Ads or �lyers for other club’s events are free and will run for two issues.

Ads for commercial items or services will be charged the following rates:

Business Card ad: $5:00 per issue
Quarter page ad: $10.00 per issue
Half page ad: $15.00 per issue
Full-page ad: $25.00 per issue

These ads must be prepaid and can be scheduled for as long as desired, minimum of six issues. Long term ad
runs must be prepaid at the time of scheduling. All ads must include artwork.

Artwork should be submitted to Dan Julien at dan.julien@gmail.com

mailto:mailto:dan.julien@gmail.com
http://triumphregister.com/membership/


The Hill Country Triumph Club, the 50th Chapter of the Vintage Triumph Register (VTR)
was founded in 1990 to bring together the owners of Triumph automobiles in the Central
Texas area surrounding Aus�n. In 1991 the membership decided to include other Bri�sh
car fans as associates due to a lack of other clubs in the area. As owners and lovers of our
unique types of cars, we have a special kinship, which draws us together.

As of 1 July 2022, Annual dues are only $20.00 per new membership for a family group or address per year
and go toward supporting club events. We encourage new members to order their club nametag for an ad‐
ditional $11 each. Renewals are $20 annually.

Normally the club meets for business on the second Saturday of the month at 10 AM and we have a social
hour on the second Tuesday of the month around 6PM. Click the calendar link online for where and when
the next meet up is. Drive your car to the meeting or get advice for your car while you are there. If you have
questions, you may email info@hctc.us or contact one of the officers listed in the Ragtop magazine.

Payment is due on joining and payable by check to HCTC and may be:
1. Mailed with this application to: HCTC Membership Chair, 1105 N. Canyonwood Dr., Dripping
Springs, TX 78620 or
2. Online (when active) on the www.hctc.us or
3. Bring this application (filled out) to the next meeting.
Dues may be paid in more than 1-year increments. Renewals will be due on the closest Jan 1 or Jul 1.
Multi-year rates: 5 years- $90, 10 years- $170

Club bylaws are available online. By joining the member, their family and/or guests agree to hold the
HCTC, officers, or other members harmless in the event of any accidents or incidents related to club ac‐
tivities.

Detach here

Name(s): ________________________________________

Address: ______________________________ City: __________________ ST: ____ Zip: _____

Primary Phone: __________________ Alternate Phone: ______________

Email: ______________________________________________________________

TR Car 1: Make: _____________ Model: ______________ Year: ____ Color: ___________

Car 2: Make: _____________ Model: ______________ Year: ____ Color: ___________

How did you hear about HCTC? _________________________________________________________

Special interests, skills, etc? ____________________________________________________________

What do you want your nametag to read? _______________________
Addi�onal Nametag reads _______________________ (Add $11 per badge) If you want the
badges mailed to you, add $2.00 per badge. Contact Gary Payne to order name badges
(garypayne75@hotmail.com).

mailto:mailto:info@hctc.us
http://www.hctc.us


President — Rip Torn
rtorn09@gmail.com

Vice-President — Joe Payne
robjoepayne@yahoo.com

Webmaster— JimmyWhite
webmaster@hillcountrytriumphclub.org

Treasurer— Gary Payne

Secretary— JimWells

Membership— Nel Mcphail
512-656-1456
membership@hillcountrytriumphclub.org

Marketing— Jacques and KimWelter

Event Coordinator—Mike McPhail

Ragtop Editor— Dan Julien
editor@hillcountrytriumphclub.org

Social Media— Kim Vasquez

HCTC Officers

The Hill Country Triumph Club, the 50th Chapter of
the Vintage Triumph Register (VTR), was founded
in 1990 to bring together the owners of Triumph
automobiles in the Central Texas area surrounding
Austin. In 1991, the membership decided to include
other British car fans as associates due to lack of
other clubs in our area that represent some of the
other marques. As owners and lovers of our unique
types of cars, we have a special kinship, which
draws us together. Membership is open to anyone
who is a British car enthusiast, with or without a
car.
Annual dues are just $20.00 per family group or
address per year. We have dinner meetings on the
2nd Tuesday of each month, breakfast meetings on
the 2nd Saturday, and at least one other event each
month. We encourage you to join and support us,
even if you don’t drive your car regularly. We also
offer technical assistance if needed. One goal of the
club is to help its members keep their cars on the
road. Please call one of the club of�icers listed in the
newsletter for more information about club
bene�its and spread the word about our club to
others.

The Hill Country Club is a local chapter of the
Vintage Triumph Register (VTR)/Triumph Sports
Owners Association, which is open to all drivers of
Triumph motorcars; a chapter of the Triumph
Register of America, exclusively for TR2 through
TR4A sports cars; and a chapter of the 6-PACK,
dedicated to the enjoyment, preservation, and
restoration of the Triumph TR250 and TR6 sports
cars. Membership in these national organizations is
encouraged. Visit their websites at www.vtr.org,
triumphregister.com, and 6-pack.org.
The Ragtop is published monthly by the Hill
Country Triumph Club. Material within may be
freely reproduced providing Ragtop and the
authors are credited. Any and all newsletter
contributions are welcome. Deadline for
submissions is the end of each month. Submissions
may be emailed to
editor@hillcountrytriumphclub.org. Car related
classi�ied ads are free to members and will run for
three months unless otherwise instructed. Contact
editor for other ads.

Become a VTR Member
The Vintage Triumph Register has its benefits. A national club of Triumph
enthusiasts spanning the globe needs you as a member. Affiliate club

membership is not an automatic membership to VTR. Some of the benefits:
The Vintage Triumph Magazine – Our award-winning bi-monthly color publication

2020 VTR National Convention in Galena, Illinois
Access to a large number of local clubs

Website with reference material and members-only sections
Record Trace Certificates TR2/TR3/TR3A/TR3B. Factory trace documents on other

Triumph models no longer available
Clothing, regalia, exclusive items

Specific vehicle consultants and experts
Sign up at https://vintagetriumphregister.org

Back issues of The Ragtop are available on our website:
h�p://www.hillcountrytriumphclub.org

https://vintagetriumphregister.org
http://triumphregister.com
http://6-pack.org
mailto:editor@hillcountrytriumphclub.org
https://vintagetriumphregister.org
http://www.hillcountrytriumphclub.org/newsletter_test


New Orleans All Bri�sh Car Day
Loca�on: Metairie, Louisiana
Date: March 25, 2023
Web: h�p://www.bmcno.org/

VTR South Central Regional Conven�on
Loca�on: Sugar Land, Texas
Date: April 19 – 23, 2023
Web h�p://www.texastriumphregister.org/region-
als_2023

Dallas All Bri�sh & European Car Day
Loca�on: White Rock Lake Park, Dallas, Texas
Date: May 7, 2023
Web: h�p://www.allbri�shcarday.com/

The Wedge Shop Gathering
Loca�on: Stowe, Vermont
Date: September 14 – 17, 2023
h�ps://www.thewedgeshop.com/event-registra-
�on.html

Euro-Expo Car Show
Loca�on: Sand Springs, Oklahoma
Date: June 9 – 10, 2023
Web: h�p://www.jaguarclubo�ulsa.com/

TRA Na�onal Meet
Loca�on: Oxford, Ohio
Date: June 19 – June 23, 2023
Web: h�ps://www.miamivalleytriumphs.org/
tra-2023

Greater Ozarks Bri�sh Motoring Club
Car Show
Loca�on: Springfield, Missouri
Date: June 23 – June 24, 2023
Web: h�ps://gobmccarshow.com/

Kansas City All Bri�sh Car Day
Loca�on: Merriam, Kansas
Date: September 2 – 4, 2023
Web: h�p://www.heartlandallbri�sh.com/in-
dex.html

Triumphest
Loca�on: San Diego, California
Date: September 7 – September 10, 2023
Web: h�p://www.triumphest.org/Triumph-
est2023/�est2023ad.php

6-Pack Trials
Loca�on: Indiana, Pennsylvania
Date: September 21 – 23, 2023
Web: h�ps://forums.6-pack.org/

VTR Na�onal Conven�on
Loca�on: Dillard, Georgia
Date: September 27 –October 1, 2023
Web: h�ps://www.vtr2023.org/

Texas All Bri�sh Car Day
Loca�on: Round Rock, Texas
Date: October 2023 - Tenta�ve
Web: h�p://www.txabcd.org/

Bri�sh Iron All Bri�sh Car Day
Loca�on: Agri Park, Faye�eville, Arkansas
Date: October 6 – 7, 2023
Web: h�p://www.bri�shironnwa.org/

British Car Shows 2023
Compiled by Art Graves

http://www.bmcno.org/
http://www.texastriumphregister.org/regionals_2023
http://www.texastriumphregister.org/regionals_2023
http://www.allbritishcarday.com/
https://www.thewedgeshop.com/event-registration.html
https://www.thewedgeshop.com/event-registration.html
http://www.jaguarcluboftulsa.com/
https://www.miamivalleytriumphs.org/tra-2023
https://www.miamivalleytriumphs.org/tra-2023
https://gobmccarshow.com/
http://www.heartlandallbritish.com/index.html
http://www.heartlandallbritish.com/index.html
http://www.triumphest.org/Triumphest2023/tfest2023ad.php
http://www.triumphest.org/Triumphest2023/tfest2023ad.php
https://forums.6-pack.org/
https://www.vtr2023.org/
http://www.txabcd.org/
http://www.britishironnwa.org/


Upcoming Events

Pay Your Dues!!!!!!!
Please check the latest spreadsheet sent out by Nel. If it says Jan-23 in the dues column
your dues are overdue. Any delinquent member who hasn’t paid will be dropped from the
roster.

Cost is $20 per year per family. If you don’t wish to renew, please notify Nel.

Mail your check (payable to Hill Country Triumph Club or HCTC) to:

Nel McPhail
1105 N Canyonwood Dr

Dripping Springs, TX 78620
(512) 656-1456

nmcphail@aus�n.rr.com

Mar 11, 2023— HCTC Morning Meeting,
10 am, Waterloo Ice House on 360.

Mar 14, 2023— HCTC Tuesday Social
Meeting, The Tavern, 7 PM.

Mar 18, 2023— Luckenbach Rallye. 11
AM, San Antonio. HCTC will drive from
Dripping Springs McDonald’s at 9:30 AM.
Info on p. 7 & 14.

Apr 8, 2023— HCTC Morning Meeting,
10 am, Waterloo Ice House on 360.

Apr 11, 2023— HCTC Tuesday Social
Meeting, Location TBA, 7 PM.

Apr 20-22, 2023— VTR South Central
Regionals, Sugar Land, TX. Info here.

Sep 7-10, 2023— Triumphest.Marin
County, CA. Info here.

Sep 27-30, 2023— VTR Nationals, Dillard,
GA. Info here.

Last Sunday of every month— Cars & Cof-
fee. Dreamland Dripping Springs 2770W
Hwy 290 Dripping Springs, TX 78620

Third Saturday of every month— Pistons
on the Square. 8-10 AM on the Courthouse
Square, Georgetown, TX.

http://www.texastriumphregister.org/1373-2/
http://www.triumphest.org/Triumphest2023/tfest2023ad.php
https://vtr2023.org


Next Evening Social Meeting:

Tuesday, March 14, 2023, 7:00 PM

The Tavern
922 West 12th St
Austin, TX 78703

At the corner of 12th and Lamar
tavernaustin.com— Phone: 512-320-8377

Club Meetings
Next Meeting:

Saturday, March 11, 2023, 10:00 AM

Waterloo Ice House
6203 N Capital of Texas Hwy

Austin, TX 78731
NE corner of Lp 360 & RM 2222

waterlooicehouse.com
Phone: 512-478-9700

https://www.tavernaustin.com/
https://www.waterlooicehouse.com/

